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We oome now to a mao who died 
under extremely suspicious circuzn- 
stances-right in the midst of the House 
Assassinadoos Committee's invesdga- 
don. Early in October 1978, 1 received 
a clipping from Richard Nagell in the 
mail. It was from the front page of the 
October 3 Los Angeles Herald- 
Examiner and headlined XIA Mystery 
Death-Ex Deputy Director's Body 
Found Floating in Bay." The subject 
was John Arthur Paisley, then fifty- 
five, whose decomposed torso had 
floated into the mouth of Maryland's 
Patuxent River and been discovered by 
a passing pleasure boat The body, al- 
legedly identified as Paisley's through 
dental records, was affixed to diving 
weights. There was a bullet wound in 
his head, with police invesdgators spec- 
ulating on either a suicide "or an execo- 
don-type murder." Paisley had last 
been seen alive aboard his motorized 
sailboat the Brillig on Chesapeake Bay 
on September 24. The boat was found 
aground near his home mooring in 
Solomons, Maryland, the day after that 

Below the headlines about 
Paisley, Nagell bad inscribed a typed 
message: "Was be nash? He was cash! 
Nagell bad drawn a box around one 
sentence in the article: "Paisley, who 
lived in Washington, retired in 1974 as 
deputy director of the CIA's Office of 
Strategic Research.” 

Only a few months before this, I 
had been sitting with Nagell in a West 
Los Angeles bar when he suddenly 
said, "Do you know what 'hash” 
means?” The Russians used to use that 
phrase. It meant be was "ours” and no- 
body else's." 

When 1 mendoned "nash" to a 
couple of sources familiar with the in- 
telligence community, they expressed 
surprise that I had even heard the term, 
but reiterated the Russian meaning. 
One source referred me to a scene in a 
novel by Herman Wouk called War and 
Remembrance in which a "General 
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Yevelenko” is having a big party in 
Moscow. An American, "Buck Henry”, 
is in attendance and when a KGB man 
scowls noticeably as the general and 
the American share a friendly embrace 
"Yevelenko” takes the KGB man aside. 
"Forget it,” he says, "he's nash." 

Now, in sending the clipping, 
Nagell appeared to be revealing that 
John Paisley was "nash”-a Soviet spy 
inside the CIA. 

Officially, Paisley's death was 
ruled a suicide. But ^zeculadon about 
the aedvides of this hitherto-publicity 
unknown CIA official would be ram- 
pant among the media in the months 
ahead. At the dme be disappeared. 
Paisley had been working under a CIA 
contract to coordinate a Top-Secret 
government leevaluadon of Soviet stra- 
tegic capabilides and intendons. Now 
there were grave quesdons about the 
sophisdcaied communicadons equip- 
ment on his boat designed for secret 
transmissioas, and about Paisley's ear- 
lier role in the CIA's debriefings of 
Soviet defectors. 

Paisley's widow, Maryann, decid- 
ed to hire a lawyer to "find out what re- 
ally happened to my husband." Her 
choice was Bernard Fensterwald, Jr. I 
called Fensterwald, who explained that 
he had known the Paisley’s "very well 
back in the 50's.” When Fensterwald 
was working for the State Department, 
"we were each involved in liberal poli- 
dcs in Arfington (Virginia) for a while. 
I knew John was with the CIA, but I 
pretty much lost track of him for a 
while. I don't think I'd seen John in a 
long dme.” 

Fensterwald had a reputadon for 
taking on controversial cases and cli- 
ents (mcluding Nagell and Watergate 
burglar McCord), and I had no reason 
to suspect that this was anything other 
than part of his penchant for ratding the 
skeletons in the CIA's closets. He had 
managed to obtain a number of docu- 
ments about Paisley under the Freedom 
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of Informadon Act and, after 
Fensterwald received permission from 
Maryazm Paisley, in 1980 I Hew to 
Washington to examine the documents. 
That was when I realized that a possi- 
ble Paisley connecdon to Oswald might 
have dated back to the ex-Marine's 
dme in the USSR. 

Paisley and Soviet Electronics 

In 1959, the same year Oswald 
"defected”, John Paisley had been ap- 
pointed chief of the Electronic 
Equipment Branch, Industrial Division, 
withk the CIA's ORR. Paisley's pri- 
mary fuix^don was overseeing the 
CIA's assessment of "the problems and 
accomplishments of the Soviet Bloc 
electronics industry.” 

Paisley's name never came up 
during the House Assassinadons 
Committee's invesdgadon. However, 
one committee report described infor- 
madon received from an ex-CIA em- 
ployee "that the CIA maintained a large 
volume of informadon on the Nfinsk 
radio factory in which Oswald had 
worked. This informadon was stored in 
the Office of Research and Reports- 
whicb would have been Paisley's of- 
fice. The committee report continued: 
"Another former CIA employee, one 
who bad worked in the Soviet branch 
of the Foreign Documents Division of 
the Directorate of Intelligence in 1962, 
advised the committee that he specifi- 
cally recalled collecdng intelligence re- 
garding the Minsk radio plant." 

When Oswald left the Soviet 
Union in 1962. he brought home with 
him a "Historic Diary” that was discov- 
ered among his effects after the assassi- 
nadon. It covered his entire stay in the 
USSR, but handwridng experts later 
determined that the diary was written 
almost completely on the same paper 
and apparently in condnuous fashion. 
This led the House Assassinadons 
Commioec to conclude that the “Diary” 
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was wrilltn in one or two sittings just 
before Oswald left In short, it looked 
to be a fabricated effort. Most of the 
‘‘Diary’* focused on Oswald’s seeming- 
ly growing disenchantment with life in 
the USSR, leaving out anything incon- 
sistent with his desire to go home. 

The likelihood that someone 
coached Oswald m his writing is espe- 
cially evident in a narrative description 
of life in the USSR that he wrote on the 
ship home, where Oswald’s usually 
atrocious spelling becomes very cor- 
rect One section is a detailed descrip- 
tion of the Minsk radio and television 
plant Here Oswald carefully noted the 
number of employees at this “major 
producer of electronic parts and sets.** 
He also delineated that the factory 
“manufacturers 87,000 large and pow- 
erful radio and 60,000 television sets”, 
as well as the plant’s size and various 
shops. 

If the CIA became the beneficiary 
of this infoimation-wbetber true or fal- 
sified-it would almost surely have 
come to the attentian of John Paisley. 
Could the KGB have been allowing 
Oswald to gather informatioD at the 
radio factory that would ultimately end 
up on Paisley’s desk for analysis? 

The only comment Richard 
Nagell has made about Oswald's 
“Historic Diary* is that the KGB was 
not concerned at all about any of its 
disclosures. 

RaisUy and WebsUr 

As I began pouring through the 
several hundred pages on Paisley’s 
background released by the CIA, nu- 
merous clues emerged in the direction 
Nagell had pointed me. Later I would 
find still more clues through interview- 
ing Maryann Paisley-who, it should be 
said, firmly avowed that her husband 
had been a loyal CIA employee-and in 
the 1989 book Widows, which con- 
tained an exhuistive review of 
Paisley’s career. One of the books co- 
authors was William Corson, a former 
Military Intelligence official. 

Born in Sand Springs, Oklahoma 
in 1923, Paisley was two when his 
mother moved out on his alcoholic fa- 
ther and took her three children to 
Phoenix. Arizona. There young John 
became a radio buff, working with 
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homemade crystal sets. Later he put 
that knowledge to work in World War 
n as a radio operator in the merchant 
marine. While helping resupply 
America's British and Soviet allies. 
Paisley made at least two trips to 
Murmansk, viewing firsthand the 
Russian people's batUe for survival 
against HiUer. After the war. Paisley 
continued to earn extra money as a 
radio operator. One longtime friend. 
Edward Masters, recalled him shipping 
out to a number of Soviet Bloc coun- 
tries. 

A New York Times Magazine arti- 
cle by Tad Szulc. a writer with numer- 
ous contacts in the inteUigence commu- 
nity, a fascinating detail. In 

1948, the twcnty-five-year-old Paisley 
had gone to Palestine as a radio opera- 
tor for the U.N. peacekeeping mission. 
There he came to the attention of James 
Angleton, who was touring the Middle 
East recruiting pcrscMincl for the mfant 
CIA. 'Paisley”, Szulc wrote, “was 
amnng Angletou's first recruits. 

The next year. Paisley enrolled at 
the University of Chicago, where he 
would get a degree in international rela- 
tions. specializing in Soviet affairs. 
And, in 1953, Paisley went to 
Washington to join the CIA, immedi- 
ately entering the branch that moni- 
tored Soviet electronics. On his em- 
ployment application be falsely wrote 
that he had never traveled to the Soviet 
Bloc. That Paisley's merchant marine 
past raised no alarm bells came as a 
surprise to the auihon of Widows, who 
wrote: “According to former CIA offic- 
er Robert Crowley, radio officers like 
Paisley were particnlarly important tar- 
gets for GRU and KGB recruitment 
during the war years.” 

In 1955 Paisley was “loaned” by 
the CIA to the National Security 
Agency (NSA) where, among other du- 
des, he analyzed the electronic data 
coming back from the Berlin Tunnel. 
Returning to the CIA in 1957, Paisley, 
who already spoke Spanish, mastered 
the Russian language to probe Soviet 
technical journals better. Then, appoint- 
ed to bead the ORR's Electronic 
Equipment Branch, Industrial Division, 
he began to travel widely. 

On October 17. 1959, the day 
after Oswald's arrival in the USSR, 
CIA records noted that Paisley took off 
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“for travel to London. England; Paris, 
France; and to such other European 
coasts as may be necessary during the 
period October 17-December 15, 1959. 
to participate in economic defense ne- 
gotiations.” Some of this travel, then 
and over the next two years, included, 
according to Widows, “months in 
Eastern Europe, usually under State 
Department cover, trying to learn what 
Eastern Block diversions of Western 
technology were taking place.” 

Oswald was far from the only 
“defector” to the Soviet Union during 
this same period. The New York Tunes, 
commenting on the first such defection 
in June 1959, a Mr. and Mrs. Libeio 
Ricciaidelli, stated that “similar cases 
have been rare” since the 1930*s. Yet 
by late October. Oswald became the 
fifth American defector, and there 
would be two more by 1960. Six of 
these seven eventually experienced an 
apparent ideological disillusionment 
and returned hmne.” 

One of these was Robert Webster. 

A former Navy man. Webster arrived 
in Moscow consul Snyder’s embassy 
office to renounce his citizenship just 
two weeks prior to Oswald- Webster 
bad been participadng in a trade exhibi- 
tion in Moscow, as a “plastics techni- 
cian” with the Rand Development 
Corporation. When Webster went to 
see Snyder. Webster was, curiously, ac- 
companied by Henry Rand and George 
Bookbinder, two Rand Development 
executives who both had served with 
the OSS in World War IL In 1959. 
Rand Development was one of the first 
private U.S. corporations to undertake 
negotiations with the Soviet Union for 
the exchange and purchase of techno- 
logical information. Like its parent, 
Rand Corporation, it also held several 
CIA contracts. 

This, too, would have fallen with- 
in John Paisley’s bailiwick. In the late 
1950’s, among Paisley’s specialties 
was commercial technology transfer. 

He was assigned to dete rm i n e ways to 
keep the Soviets from buying Western 
technology on the open market 

Rand Development’s Washington 
representative in 1959 was Chris Bird, 
a former CIA agent in Japan and psy- 
chological warfare specialist for the 
Army. Bird, who spoke fluent Russian 
and Chinese, would later become 
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*‘Bio€ommunicatioii8 Editor/RussiaD 
Translator" for Mankind Research 
Unlimited Inc., a bizarre Washington 
rhink tank that specialized in parapsy- 
chology and other behavioral sciences. 
Among MUR*s list of “Company 
Capabilities" were “brain and mind 
control.. .acquiring on a daily basis, a 
large amount of unique bio-cybeinctics 
firom Eastern Europe. 

Interestingly, the Rand 
Corporation had long been interested in 
such techniques. As far back as 1949, it 
bad issued a report that traced Soviet 
experiments in hypnosis dating back to 
the early years of Lenin, and suggested 
an American counterattack. In 1958, 
the Bureau of Social Science Research- 
a Rand subcontractor-issued a report to 
the Air Force titled “The Use of 
Hypnosis in Intelligence and Related 
Military Situations.” The chieflnvesti- 
gator was Albert Bidennan. who had 
been among the project leaders for an 
Army-Air Force team first assigned to 
look into brainwashing techniques in 
the early 1950* s. 

The new study* s author, consult- 
ant Seymour Fisher of the National 
Institute for Mental Health, wrote in his 
introductioo that “hypnosis has long 
been regarded as a potentially powerful 
instrument fa* controlling human be- 
havior. Undoubtedly, the intelligence 
divisions of many countries have given 
schous thought to this potential and 
have done classified research in various 
areas of hypnosis. ..these techniques 
could have been used and covered up 
so successfully that they might be im- 
possible to recognize.” 

The Rand investigation deter- 
mined that hypnotic techniques were 
as an “offensive measure” due 
to “the relatively small percentage of 
individuals susceptible to deep hypno- 
sis.” However, as a training technique 
for p«sonnel subject to capture: 

In defensive applications, subjects 
can be specifically selected by a criteri- 
on of hypnotizability, and subsequently 
trained in accord with their anticipated 
military function,..Pcrsonncl entrusted 
with particularly sensitive material 
could be prepared against possible cap- 
ture in many different ways: (a) by sim- 
ple hypnotic suggestion, they could be 
“immunized” against hypnodc interro- 

Bcck ChammU 



gation by the enemy, (b) with posthyp- 
notic and autosuggestive training, ap- 
propriately timed amnesias could be in- 
duced; (c) posthypnotic depersonaliza- 
tion and related dissociative states 
could be built into the subjects so that if 
they fall into enemy hands, they would 
no longer function as rational, integrat- 
ed individuals... There certainly exist 
numerous potentialities of hypnotic 
training to aid prisoners in utilizing 
their period of captivity in a construc- 
tive manner-the realization of these po- 
tentials can only be dctemiined by 
sound research and experience. 

The report concluded that certain 
pharmacological compounds could 
prove useful adjuncts to hypnosis. ‘It 
can be seen that the study of combined 
drug-hypnosis effects represents a di- 
rection in which dcvclopn«nts may 
take place which can make hypnosis a 
valuable asset to an interrogator and a 
distinct threat to captives.” 

There is no evidence that 
Webster’s 1959 “defection" -or 
Oswald’s two weeks later- had any di- 
rect relationship to the think tank’s 
mind-control studies. But it is quiet 
clear that the military was being urged 
to find means of countering purpwtcd 
Soviet expertise in such interrogation 
methods -which might be anticipated to 
occur with a sodden spate of American 
defectors, or a captured U-2 pilot. 

Robert Webster’s odyssey cer- 
tainly bears an uncanny similarity to 
Oswald’s. Like Oswald, he was put to 
work by the Soviets in the trade in 
which he specialized. Like Oswald, he 
took a Soviet wife and had a child (in 
Webster’s case, it was a common-law 
marriage, since he already had a wife 
back in the United States). And two 
weeks before Oswald came home in 
1962, Webster likewise had a change of 
heart and returned to the States. 
According to a State Department docu- 
ment, Webster’s return was faciUtated 
by “affidavits fiom Rand.” 

Nor do the parallels end there. 
When Oswald first set about arranging 
his own departure home in 1961, at the 
U.S. embassy he “asked about the fate 
of a young man named Webster... 
After the Kennedy ass a s ti nation. a U.S. 
'mtelligence chedc into Marina 
Oswald's background found an address 
matching that of Webster’s Leningrad 
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apartment building in her address book. 

And Marina herself, some years later in 
America, told an acquaintance that her 
husband had defected after working at 
an American exhibition m Moscow. 

The trouble was, that defector was not 
Oswald, but Webster. 

SageU, Paisley, and Sovia Defectors 

If John Paisley was a Soviet 
“mole”, then how did Richard Nagcll 
know it? That question haunted me 
until I had a brief opportunity to raise it 
during my last personal visit with 
Nagell in 1984. On this occasion, 
Nagell felt uncomfortable wi± my tak- 
ing notes. I was cautious in bringing up 
the clipping he had sent me some six 
years before. “ What more can you tell 
me," I asked, “about John PaisleyT’ 

Nagell turned his head sideways 
and replied that Paisley had been in- 
volved in his own activities. Beyond 
doubt, he said. Paisley had operated on 
behalf of the Soviet Union. In fact, he 
was “one of the lesser ones, who had 
burrowed into the American govem- 
menL I thought back to something 
Nagell had once written down, about 
the head of the KGB and the Slate 
Department “ Is Yuri Andropov still 
running the show at Foggy Bottom 
these days?’’, he had said. 

Nagell went on that he had heard 
about Paisley’s disappearance into the 
Chesapeake before the body was identi- 
fied. At first he wondered if the KGB 
might have substituted another body for 
Paisley’s and whisked him away to 
Moscow. But, most likely, NageU fig- 
ured the CIA had somehow found out 
about Paislcy-and killed him. 

I was unable to press him further. 

Not about Paisley and Oswald, or about 
Paisley’s CIA role in later interviewing 
a number of Soviet officials who had 
defected to the West Maryann Paisley 
had told me she understood that her 
husband was a key figure in “clearing" 
Yuri Nosenko-the controversial defec- 
tor who claimed to have reviewed the 
KGB’s entire Oswald file and found 
nothing to show a KGB-Oswald rela- 
tionship in it Also, according to 
Nosenko, there was no KGB “mole" 
who had ever managed to get inside the 
CIA. 

I had interviewed Mrs. Paisley, a 
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fall dark'baired woman then in her 
early fifties, at attorney Fcnsterwald’s 
office. She, too, had worked briefly for 
the CIA in 1974. as a computer pro- 
grammer on the clandestine side. But 
she said she and her husband rarely 
talked about their intelligence activi- 
ties; that was the nature of the beast ‘*1 
do know that John, because of his flu- 
ency in Russian, interviewed most of 
the major defectors. A lot of times. 
Occasionally, he would talk about 
whether you could believe a defectors' s 
material. But he never mentioned any- 
body by name.’* 

Back in the mid- 1960's, she re- 
membered Paisley being furious when 
the CIA refused to publish some of a 
defector’s data in its intemal intelli- 
gence newsletter. The defector's infor- 
mation corroborated her husband's own 
analysis of Soviet missile strengths. 
"What are we here for if we don't do 
something with this kind of informa- 
tion?". she recalled Paisley saying. He 
had even resigned from the CIA and 
accepted a job at the Defense 
Department, only to reconsider when 
the CIA finally published the material. 

The defector in question, 
Maryann Paisley added, '*would have 
been Nosenko." 

After his release from CIA captiv- 
ity in 1968, Nosenko had been given a 
large sum of money and set up with a 
new identity in North Carolina. Writer 
Szulc uncovered that “Paisley started 
visiting him there while sailing up and 
down the East Coast Having purchased 
a thirty-one foot sloop following his re- 
dremeot Paisley registered the Brillig 
in Wilmington, North Carolina, often 
keeping the sailboat at the Masonboro 
Boatyard and Marina, not far firom 
Nosenko' s home. One Masonboro em- 
ployee told Szulc that Paisley's fmal 
visit there bad occurred in the spring of 
1978, a few months before his death. 

Maryazm Paisley conflimed to me 
that after her husband's 1974 retiie- 
ment from the CIA, be bad indeed reg- 
istered his new boat in Wilmington, 
North Carolina. The only CIA file to 
comment along these lines stated: 
“There is no ofificiaL, recorded basis for 
the allegation of a reladonsbip between 
Paisley and Nosenko." The wording 
seemed to me IDce a highly hedged bet. 

On September 22, 1978-the very 



day before Paisley's last voyage out to 
sca-ex CIA director Richard Helms was 
testifying before the House 
Assassinadoos Committee about Yuri 
Nosenko. Helms said he sdll did not 
consider Nosenko “a bona fide defec- 
tor." Added Helms, “No person famil- 
iar with the facts finds Nosenko' s state- 
ments about Oswald to be credi- 
ble... Therefore, this tends to sour all the 
other opinions he maintainecL" 

On September 25, the first man to 
wade aboard “a boat apparently adrift 
in the Chesapeake Bay" was Gerald 
Sword, a ranger at Point Lookout State 
Park. Sword said he had setn a neatly 
stacked pile of papers on a cabin table 
of the abandoned sloop, and more pa- 
pers in disarray inside an open brief- 
case. One of these bore the name and 
address of John Paisley. Sword jotted 
down the infoimaiion, drove to a near- 
by farmhouse, and called the Coast 
Guard. Sword said a Coast Guardsman 
later told him that *nwo CIA agents and 
a lieutenant colonel from the Pentagon 
bad gone aboard. Apparently the infor- 
mation was of a higher classification 
than the agents were permitted to han- 
dle, so the colonel took possession of 
the papers." When Maryann Paisley ar- 
rived on the scene late that night, any 
papers were gone. 

The only official mention I came 
across about this was in a CIA memo 
that read: “Coast Guard persoxmel 
found some papers dealing with the 
Cuban crisis, but Lt Murray was not 
sure if they were classified or not" 

The only “Cuban crisis," I could 
think of was the 1962 Missik Crisis-an 
event I knew had marked the inception 
of Richard Nagcll’s official “double 
agent" role between the CIA and the 
KGB. The Cuban Misilc Crisis 

Nosenko Whatever Paisley was 

doing in his last years, right up to the 
moment of his disappearance, it appar- 
ently traced back to the Kennedy era. 
And I did not believe that the timing of 
his disappearance - coming as it bad 
ftmiH congressional focus on Nosenko - 
was coincidenul 

I figured if anybody might have 
been extra suspicious about all this, it 
would be James Anglcton. Maryann 
Paisley told me that a few months after 
her husband vanished, Angleton had 
come to see her. ‘He asked me if John 



always wore a beard, because people 
used so many names. Angleton said be 
didn't memorize names but looks, and 
he didn't recognize pictures of John 
with a beard. I told him that I ques- 
doned the identity of the body. The 
only thing he said was that if it wasn't 
John’s body, he would be able to find 
out and would let me know. I never 
beard from him." 

But when I phoned Angleton in 
October 1986-some nine months before 
bis death-he seemed perfectly sanguine 
about Paisley. “I have no quesdon there 
was no problem with him," Angleton 
said. When I asked if Paisley had been 
involved with Nosenko, Anglcton re- 
plied, “I don’t think so." He added that 
Paisley **dcvct had any relation with the 
covert 5 ide"-a definite contradiction to 
what Maryann Paisley maintained two 
CIA agents told her. Yet, in his conver- 
sations with author Edward Jay 
Epstein, Anglcton apparendy said 
more. As Epstein wrote in his 1989 
book Deception, “Because Paisley had 
obtained a crucial overview of the cre- 
dence given by the CIA to the different 
methods of assessing Soviet develop- 
ments, Angleton speculated that 
Paisley's knowledge would have been 
of “great value" to the KGB, and that if 
they had obtained it they might also 
have had an incentive to hide this suc- 
cess by disposing of Paisley." 

I could not resolve the contradic- 
tion. If Angleton had in fact been 
Paisley’s original recruiter in the late 
1940’ s. was the Counterintelligence 
chief protecting his own possibly poor 
judgment? The Szulc article said that 
‘Taislcy always stayed in touch with 
Angleton." In 1991, Tom Mangold’s 
Cold Warrior, the first full-length biog- 
raphy of Angleton. would reveal that 
the superspy himself came under suspi- 
cion in the CIA’s final “mole bunt" in 
1973. Clare Petty, an Anglcton protege, 
had ended up focusing on his boss after 
studying his career and also concluding 
that Angleion's pet defector, Anatoly 
Golitsin, was probably a “dispatched 
agent” of the KGB. It was certainly a 
fact, I thought, that the KGB could 
scarcely have better factio na lized the 
CIA than Angleton bad, in casting 
clouds of suspicion over so many of the 
agency’s employees - except, oddly 
enough, John Paisley. 
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As part of his plca-bargin agreement with the CIA, ac- 
cused spy Aldnch Ames has been holding extensive sessions 
with both the F3.I. and C.I.A, It seems that his espionage ef- 
forts on behalf of the former Soviet Union may have spawned 
other spy incidents. In 1986, when Ames arrived at the Rome 
CIA station, he was secretly meeting with a KGB officer 
called “Vladimir”. Vladimir told Ames that the CIA knew that 
it had been penetrated and that something had to be done. 
Vladimir said that a diversion had to be started to draw atten- 
tion away from Ames. Shortly thereafter, a spy scandal erupt- 
ed in the US Embassay in Moscow where it was said. Marine 
SgL Clayton Lonetree had planted bugs in the compound and 
was working as a Soviet agent. Lonetree was later cleared of 
any wrong doing. 

□ □□□□ 

Did Great Britain have advance knowledge of the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7. 19417 The 
answer to that mysterious question seems to be NO. according 
to newly released papers. The report, part of a secret docu- 
ment of an internal history of British naval intelhgence, stales 
that while England had some warning signs as to Japmesc 
military intentions, they had no proof of an imminent 
Japanese nttark According to the conclusion of Dr. Anthony 
Best who released the report, “Wc had not penetrated the 
Japanese plan to attack Pearl Harbor, but the U.S. knew, as 
did our own command, that it was impossible to keep track of 
every Japanese unit.** 



firmed by six U.S. doctors centering on DN A and genetic pro- 
cedures. 

□ □□□□ 

On July 4. 1947, wreckage from what was believed to be 
an alien spaceship crashed on a ranch near Roswell. New 
Mexico. Ever since then, people who believed in the presence 
of UFO’s have said that the US government recovered the 
bodies of dead aliens and has subsequently covered up the 
facts. In the September 18. 1994 edition of the New York 
Times, the official US government version of the RosweU 
story is finally explained The wreckage was part of an aionuc 
spying project caUed Project Mogul whose goal was to search 
the atmosphere for reverberations from atomic bomb tests. 
The remains found, says the report, contained baUoons. sen- 
sors and parts of radar reflectors composed of metal foil. The 
Air Force study reveals that Project Mogul was the brainchild 
of Dr. Maurice Ewing, a geophysicist who worked during 
Worid War H at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute on 
Cape Cod Scientists at Columbia University in New York 
worked on the devebpment of low-frequency sensors which 
were an important part of the project Once these top-secret 
balloons detected the effects of a nuclear blast they were then 
transmitted to ground stations in the US. Note: For those in- 
icrcsted in the non-governmental version of the Roswell inci- 
dent the following book is recommended. The Truth About 
the UFO Crash At RosweU by Kevin Randle & Donald 
Schmitt M. Evans Co, 1994. 



□ □□□□ 

**Carios the JackaT\ whose real name is Hich Ramirez 
Sanchez, was turned over to French police by the government 
of the Sudan. “Carlos” has been one of the most sought after 
international terrorists for the past 20 years. “Carlos”, who is 
now 44, was sent to France where he is to be tried for killing 
of two French policemen in Paris in June, 1975. Carlos also 
took part in other world-wide terrorist incidents during his 
bloody reign including the 1982 bombing of a French railro^ 
station that left 6 dead the kidnapping of the OPEC oil minis- 
ters in Vienna in 1975. etc. During the past 20 years. Carlos 
has been living with his wife and family in Syria, Libya and 
finally, the Sudan. The Jackal was turned in, say intelligence 
sources, because he no tongcr served any useful purpose. 



□ □□□□ 

A of Russian doctors say that they have finally 
brought to an end the mystery surrounding the deaths of 
Anastasia, the daughter of Czar Nicholas II in 1918. A 
Russian of physicians and anthropologists beaded by 
Deputy Prime Minister Yuri Yarov, studied the nine skeletons 
of the royal family who were shot and burned in a pit near the 
city of Yekaterinburg. The report stated flatly that one set of 
bones was identified as that of Anastasia. But for reasons un- 
known, the entire report was not released. Some of the bones 
were sent for testing to E n gland where the findings were con- 
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□ □□□□ 

With the CIA’s role in the post Cold War era under seri- 
ous question, a Congressional committee is being formed to 
look into the spy agency’s new task. The commission’s dunes 
are broad based, having the authority to propose changes m 
the way the CIA conducts its covert and overt functions. The 
size of its budget (now estimaied to be $3 billion a year) is 
also under review. The commission was the brainchild of 
Senator John Warner of Virginia, a member of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee. The committee will be headed by 
Warren Rudman, the former Senator from New Ham^hirc. 
The CIA has been placed under continuing scrutiny in the 
wake of the Aldrich Ames spy scandal. 

□ □□□□ 

The man who fired a semi-automatic rifle into the White 
House oo October 29. 1994, will be charged with the attempt- 
ed assassination of President Bill Clinton. Francisco Duran 
was arrested by police and bystanders as he fired over one 
hundred rounds into the presidential mansion. Duran, 26. was 
dishonorably discharged from the Army a number of years 
ago. In the federal indictment, U.S. Attorney Eric Holder Jr., 
said that his office had learned from unidentified sources that 
Mr. Duran had told them that he planned to “take ouf 
President Clinton. 
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Mexico was stunned by yet another political crisis as the 
brother of former President Carlos Salinas dc Gortari was ar- 
lested for the murder of a leading Mexican political figure. 
Arrested in the shooting death of Jose Francisco Ruiz 
Massieu, a top leader in the Institutional Revolutionary Party 
(IJl.P.), was Raul Salinas de Gortari, 48 years old Mr. Ruiz 
Massieu was the second national political figure to be assassi- 
nated in that country in the past two years. In 1994, presiden- 
tial candidate Luis Colosio was murdered while r unnin g to 
succeed Carlos Salinas as bead of the IJI.P. But the case gets 
more complicated when it was learned that Mr. Ruiz 
Massieu's first marriage was to the sister of the Salinas broth- 
ers; President Salinas and the accused plot mastermind Raul. 
No motive for the killing has yet to be divulged 

□ □□□□ 

In December. 1994, CIA Director R. James Woolsey re- 
signed from the post be had held for the past two years. Mr. 
Woolsey’a resignation came at a time when the CIA has been 
rocked by the aftermath of the Aldrich Ames spy case. Since 
taking over at CIA, Director Woosley has had his share of dis- 
agreements on future CIA policy and direction with both the 
Clinton White House and the members of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee. Mr. Woosley was highly criticized 
for his handling of the Ames case when be gave out repri- 
mands and demotions to eleven former and current top CIA 
officers instead of firing them as some had wanted. President 
Clinton appointed Deputy Secretary of Defense John Deuch 
as Mr. Woolsey' 8 successor. 

□ □□□□ 

Newly released files fiom the former East German gov- 
ernment show a detailed picture of the German Deutche Bank 
and their relationship with the Nazi Party in the early 1930's. 

In a new book written by Professor Harold James, a British 
historian working at Princeton University, shows the coopera- 
tion by the Deutche Bank and Adolf Hitler's campaign to 
seize Jewish businesses and banks. Using the Deutche Bank's 
own private archives. Professor James documents the fact that 
the bank forced Jewish businessmen to liquidate their assets, 
cooperated with the Nazi party to identify Jewish business- 
men, fired their won Jewish employees, and had their low 
level employees spy on Jewish customers. Professor James re- 
ports that by 1945, 44 of the banks 84 branch officers bad 
joined the Nazi party. 

□ □□□□ 

The role of intelligence in the early 1970’ s French 
Connection case has not heretofore been explored. Now, a 
newly released study reveals how the CIA and other U.S. in- 
telligence agencies broke the case. The finding was called 
Project Pilot which was run by the Bureau of Narcotics and 
Dangerous Drugs. In 1972. the CIA had arrested a group of 
“Italians" operating out of Bolivia with a cache of S300,000 
in their possession. These men were later identified not as 
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Italians but as members of the French Corsican network based 
in Marseille. These men subsequently bribed their way out of 
jail (one of the men arrested was Lucien Sard whose name 
has been linked to the JFK murder). Project Pilot further stat- 
ed that the French Connection was headed by then French 
Corsican criminals with close ties to the Italian Mafia, and the 
US mob. The “soldiers" were a group of 30 active agents who 
managed their world-wide smuggling operations. 

□ □□□□ 

Congressman Robert Torricelli, a member of the House 
Intelligence Committee disclosed that a Guatemalan military 
officer, while on the CIA’s employee, ordered the murder of 
an American living in that country, and a guerriUa leader who 
was married to an American lawyer. The man accused of or- 
dering the murders is CoL Julio Roberto Alpirez. Col. Alpirez 
is said to have ordered the execution of a leftist guerrilla 
named Efrain Bamaca Velasquez, and Michael DeVine, an 
American who operated an inn, deep in the Guatemalan jun- 
gle. Mr. Velasquez was married to an American lawyer 
named Jennifer Harbury. Both Congressman Torricelli and 
Ms. Harbury said that the CIA knew of the killings that took 
place in 1990 and tried to cover up the facts since then. 
According to the charges by the U.S. lawmaker, CoL Alpirez 
was a paid informer of the CIA while serving in his current 
position as a Cotonel in the Guatemalan army but was 
dropped fiom that position at the time of the Velasquez kill- 
ing. CoL Alpirez was sent to the American led School of the 
Americas at Port Benning, Ga, where only the finest foreign 
military officers are sent for specialized training, (other nota- 
bles who trained at the School of the Americas were Roberto 
D'Aubuisson, the late leader of the death squads in El 
Salvador and Manuel Noriega, now serving time in a US pris- 
on for drug smuggling). After the murders, the US govern- 
ment cut off further military aide to that country. 

□ □□□□ 

The government of Iran, in its quest to develop a nucle- 
ar bomb, has establish an extensive smuggling network 
throughout Europe, especially in Germany. According to 
U.S. intelligence officials, the main staging point for Iranian 
arms smuggling operations is a small, little used airport near 
Hamburg called Hartenholm which is owned by three 
Iranian's. These men may also be connected to the 1987 mur- 
der of Uwe BancbeL the late Premier of the German state of 
Schleswig-Holstein who was found dead in a Geneva hotel. 
US intelligence believes that parts for nuclear as well as con- 
ventional weapons are transported fiom across Europe to the 
Hartenholm airport, broken down into tiny parts, and then 
shipped fiom there to other countries around the world before 
ending up in Iran. German officials who are knowledgeable of 
the goings on at the airport say it is a perfect smuggling point 
as the airfield is too small for any customs check, and pilots 
Leaving from there do not have to file flight plans with civil 
air authorities. One of the men who has an interest in the air- 
port is Mehdi Kashani who played a part in the Reagan 
administration’s Iran-Contra Affair, 
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The CP-USA SOLO Documents Report 



By Peter Kross 



Contained within the newest 
batch of JFK assassination related doc- 
uments to be dc-classified by the F.B.L 
is a fascinating 100 page report on the 
Bureau's undercover engagement 
called “Operation Solo”. This covert 
operation consisted of the use of two 
F3.L agents posing as members of the 
American Communist Party (CP, USA) 
whose job it was to spy on that organi- 
zation and report back on its long range 
plans. One of the bonuses of Operation 
Solo to those studying the Kennedy as- 
sassinatioo is the written record of what 
the reaction of the Soviets, the Cuban’s 
and the CP, USA was to the president’s 
murder. These documents show an al- 
most paranoid response from all these 
groups to deflect any possible 
American retaliation upon them to 
Piosident Kennedy’s death. 

The two undercover agents in the 
SOLO Operation arc now dead but they 
are identified as Morris and Jack 
Childs. Of the two, Morris Childs was 
the most important as far as risks taken 
and the output of intelligence he gave 
ID the F3.I. Morris Childs was editor 
of the Daiiy Worker, the newspaper of 
the American Communist Party. He 
was a confidant of most of the hard-line 
Communist leaders of the era, among 
them NikiU Khrushchev, Fidel Castro, 
Mao Tse-tung and, from the Eastern 
bloc nations. Nicolae Ceausescu of 
Rumania and Erich Honneker of East 
Germany. 

In the F3.I records just released 
Jack Childs is referred to by the code 
number “NY 694-S. One of the more 
interesting aspects of the just released 
is Lee Harvey Oswald’s 
connections to the CP, USA and the al- 
most hysterical response of that group 
afto* the assassination when it was 
learned that Oswald had indeed been in 
contact with them prior to November 
22.1963. 

Russian Reaction: As reported by 
NY 694-S and CG 5824-S (probably 

BackChanneU 



Morris Childs) the reaction of the 
Soviet Union to the president’s assassi- 
nation was near pamc. This stemmed 
from the fact the Oswald had lived in 
the Soviet Umon for two and a half 
years, married a Russian woman and as 
we now know, was pul under constant 
Soviet surveillance in the city of Minsk 
where he lived. 

On November 1, 1963, CG 5824- 
S arrived in the Soviet Unian for the 
purpose of getting funds for the 
American operation and to inform the 
lop leaders of the Kremlin of poUtical 
events in the United States. He came 
back to the United States on December 
2, 1963 and promptly gave the Soviet’s 
sense of the assassination to Gus Hall 
who was the President of the CP, USA. 

Boris Ponomarev, a member of 
the Presidium of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party said that 
President Kennedy was well liked and 
respected by the people of Russia be- 
cause “during the Kennedy administra- 
tion both governments were able to talk 
even though they did not solve aU their 
problems.” Moscow radio and tclevi- 
Sion carried the president’s funeral Uve 
and the commentators were sympathet- 
ic as to the events that had taken place. 

But as time went on the secret 
Soviet reaction to the aasasrinadon be- 
came apparent According to Minister 
Ponomarev, the Russian’s believed that 
Kennedy was killed by a large scale 
and well organized conspiracy hatched 
by the ultra-right wing groups in the 
United States. They further stated that 
the assassination was carried out by 
more than one man and that “several 
people had a part. Ponmnarev noted 
that those elements mtercsied 'm utiliz- 
ing the assassination and playing on an- 
ticommunist sentiment in the U.S. 
would then utilize this act to stop nego- 
tiations with the Soviet Union; attack 
Cuba, and therefore spread the war.” In 
the aftermath of the assassination, the 
Soviets were fearful that some ure- 
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sponsible” American general might 
launch a missile on their country. They 
were also dumbfounded that anyone 
could have proposed that the ultraleft in 
the U.S. represented by the CP, USA 
would have killed Kennedy in view of 
the fact that the CP. USA shared most 
of President Kennedy’s policies of 
peaceful coexistence with the Soviet’s 
after the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis, the 
president’s June, 1963 speech at 
American University, and the signing 
of the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty between 
the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. 

The Soviet’s also took an active 
interest in the activities of Lee Harvey 
Oswald (and later his assassin. Jack 
Ruby) and his possible motivations for 
killing the president The official Soviet 
line was that the government had noth- 
ing whatsoever to do with Oswald 
whUe he Uved in Minsk. “Ponomarev 
described Oswald as a “neurotic mani- 
ac” who was disloyal to his own coun- 
try and everything else. He stated th^^ 
Oswald thought he had a soft touch 
in the USSR and wanted to 
stay.. .Oswald soon found it was not a 
soft touch and wanted to go home. The 
Soviet’s permitted him to leave and 
said “good riddance.” The Soviets feel 
their disassociadon with Oswald is 
proven by the fact that they did not lake 
him back.” 

According to CG 5824-S, the 
Soviet government informed the CP, 
USA to cooperate fully with any infor- 
madon request the U.S. government 
might make of them in looking into the 
president’s death. 

On December 5. 1963, agent NY 
694-S made a visit to the Yonkers, New 
York home of Gus HaU, head of the 
American Communist Party. In a report 
to the FBI, NY 694-S told HaU that he 
was going to meet with his Soviet con- 
tact the next day, and that, despite 
HaU’s desire that NY 694-S inform the 
Russian government that they should 
make arrangements to contact Oswald s 
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wife Marina **and ascertain from her in- 
formation ooDceroing Oswald’s possi- 
ble contact with the ultra-right, the FBI 
and Jack Ruby, told HalL.. that it might 
be inadvisable to do so, in that a securi- 
ty problem might be involved.** 

Hall said that since Marina 
Oswald was a Soviet citizen the 
Soviet’s had a right to talk with her if 
they wanted to. Hall said that Marina 
coidd be contacted “officially” and told 
NY 694-S to relay his previous instruc- 
dons to Moscow. 

Hall also instructed Arnold 
Johnson, CPUS A* s Legisladve 
Secretary to contact C.B. Baldwin, a 
friend of President Lyndon Johnson, to 
have Baldwin provide Hall with a per- 
sonal and political evaluation of the 
new president 

Hall instructed his agent to inform 
Moscow that they should stop making 
attempts to recruit people, especially in 
the CP youth movement for study in 
Moscow without first “checking with 
us. He stated that the Soviet’s were too 
lax with respect to letdng “all kinds of 
persons go to Moscow.** Hall said that 
if Moscow had informed him of 
Oswald*! trip to the Soviet Union in 
1959 they would have requested that he 
not be allowed to be given entry into 
the country. According to Hall, Oswald 
was woridng for the FBI and “he could 
have been a nut, too.*' 

One of the most interesting parts 
of the documents is a reference con- 
cerning Oswald and the Fair Play for 
Cuba Committee. Gus Hall told his 
agent that the CP, USA had received a 
letter fiom Oswald postmarked 
November I, 1963. Hall was intrigued 
that his group did not receive it until 
November 29. one week after the 
Kennedy murder. He told SOLO that 
he was in a quandary as to where the 
letter had been for almost a month. 

A November 25, 1963 FBI mem- 
orandum concerning Oswald* s relati(m- 
ship with the CP, USA makes for rather 
fascinating reading. It seems that 
Oswald sent a letter to Arnold Johnson, 
the groups Legislative Secretary from 
New Orleans “date undisclosed*’ “re- 
questing Johnson’s advice as to wheth- 
er the Fair Play For Cuba Committee in 
New Orieans should go underground. 
Johnson wrote to Oswald in New 
Orleans (date undisclosed) and advised 



him there was no need for the F P . C.C. 
to go under ground suQce it was a “legal 
organization.” 

Oswald also wrote a letter to 
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn. Chainnan of 
the CPUSA, offering his services for 
“Party Defense.** 

Just what was Oswald doing 
when he sent these letters? Was he op- 
erating in fashion on his own or 
was he working for some undisclosed 
group? The theories are ripe for an- 
swers. 

Another intriguing item is that 
Hall said that the CP. USA had hired 
“two private outfits’* who are “left pro- 
gressive” in nature to study and investi- 
gate the circumstances surrounding the 
president’s murder. At this early stage, 

( one week after the president’s death) 
Hall told SOLO that the initial informa- 
tion received from this outfit came out 
of Dallas. He also said that it may take 
“years” to get to the whole truth of 
what happened. 

Hall believed that the killers of 
the president were from the ultra-right 
and that Oswald was killed in turn by 
these same people in order to keep him 
quiet SOLO reported that the Russians 
believed that the members of the ultra- 
right included the John Bueb 51ocicty as 
well as those people associated with re- 
tired General Edwin Walker. Hall also 
instructed SOLO to look into the back- 
ground of Jack Ruby by making inquir- 
ies into the Jewish neighborhoods of 
Chicago. (Jack Ruby-aka Rubcnstcin, 
was born, and grew up in Chicago). He, 
SOLO, was to look into any of Ruby’s 
associations with local police in 
Chicago, and instructed a man named 
Gil Green to make covert contacts with 
his informants in Leavenworth 
Penitentiary who may have had any 
knowledge on Ruby and his back- 
ground. 

After the assassinadon the Soviet 
government took the most unusual step 
of giving their file on Lee Oswald to 
the United States. The documents show 
just how afraid of what the American 
reaction would be vis a vi Lee 
Oswald’s 2 1/2 year sojourn to the 
Soviet Union. ** We sort of had a pre- 
monition so that when he (Oswald) 
wanted to leave we were happy. We 
were glad to get rid of him. So, if any- 
one wants to say that he w« connected 



with us and involved with us when he 
was here in the Soviet Union, he was 
not.” 

The Soviet’s were also taking a 
big risk, in their own mind, that by giv- 
ing their Oswald file to the Americans 
they were risking the wrath of their 
Communist’s allies in China. 

Cuban Reaction'. The SOLO 
Documents show the same sense of in- 
security on the pan of the Cuban gov- 
ernment to the assassination and any 
possible Cuban connection by Lee 
Harvey Oswald to the Havana regime. 

Once it became known that 
Oswald (or some impostor) had gone to 
the Cuban Consulate in Mexico City in 
September, 1963, in order to get a visa 
to return to the Soviet Union, a possible 
Cuban connection to the assassinadon 
hit the fan. Was Oswald really working 
for the Cuban’s, as some researchers 
have suggested, or was he in Mexico 
City on some other, unexplained pur- 
pose? That question is still unanswered 
to this day. But an FBI document dated 
June 12, 1964, and provided by SOLO, 
paints an interesting picture of Castro’s 
reaction to the assassination. 

According to NY 694-S, Castro 
speculated that there were 2 or 3 people 
involved in the president’s murder but- 
that he did not have any idea as to 
whom they might be. “Our people in 
Mexico”, the document states, “gave us 
the details in a full report of how he 
(Oswald) acted when he came to 
Mexico to their embassy (uncertam 
whether he means Cuban or Russian 
Embassay). Castro further related, 
“Fust of all, nobody ever goes that way 
for a visa. Second, it costs money to go 
that distance. He (Oswald) stormed into 
the embassy, demanded the visa and 
when it was refused to him, headed out 
saying, “Tm going to kill Kennedy for 
this.** Castro continued and asked, 
“What is your government doing to 
catch the other assassins?” , and specu- 
lated “it took about 3 people.” 

NY 694-S told the FBI that in a 
conversation he had with Castro, the 
Cuban leader told him that his govern- 
ment had conducted a similar experi- 
ment under the same conditions that 
took place in Dealey Plaza on 
November 22, 1963. “Castro expressed 
the feeling that Oswald could not have 
done this alone as he could not have 
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fired the rifle three times in succession 
and hit the target with a telescopic 
sights, that be would have needed at 
least 2 other men, that Castro made this 
test to see for himself if the 3 shots 
could have been fired in the available 
dme.** Castro told NY 694-S that he 
was an expert rifleman, a “sharpshoot- 
er'* and that be could not have fired 
(hose three shots, bitting a moving tar- 
get. as Oswald is supposed to have 
done. ** The informant commented that 
on the basis of Castro's remarks it was 
clear that his belief is based on theory 
as a result of the Cuban experiments 
and not on any first hand information in 
Castro's possessioo.** 

As to why Oswald wanted to ob- 
tain a visa from the Cuban Consulate to 
go back to Russia. Castro was puzzled 
and said that it would have been easier 
for Oswald to try and get a transit visa 
by the way of England or France be- 
cause those routes were closer and 
more facilities were available. 

The document further states that 
the bureau should send this report on 
Castro's reaction to the assassination as 



well as his previous statements reacting 
to his knowledge of the CIA-Mafia 
plots to assassinate him to the then on 
going Warren Commission. 

The informant writes that Castro 
was not under the influence of liquor at 
the lime that he made these statements 
and that he took the tests concerning 
how many people could have carried 
out the assassinabon “very seriously." 

Castro received news of Oswald’s 
antics at the Cuban Consulate shortly 
after it look place from “his people" in 
the Embassay, although the informant 
does not know exactly the names of the 
officials who told Castro. Commenting 
about Oswald's tacbes at the Cuban 
Consulate Castro said, “I was told this 
by my people in the Embassay -exactly 
bow be (Oswald) stalked in and walked 
in and ran out. That in itself was a sus- 
picious movement, because nobody 
comes to an Embassay for a visa (they 
go to a Consulate) The informant stated 
the implicabon was that Oswald came 
running in like a “mad man" demand- 
ing a visa, causing the immediate suspi- 
cion of the people in the embassy. 



“NY 694-S is of the opinion that 
the Cuban F.mbassay people must have 
told Oswald something to the effect 
that they were sorry that they did not let 
Americans into Cuba because the U.S. 
government slopped Cuba from letting 
them in and that is when Oswald shout- 
ed the statement about killing President 
Kennedy." 

There were two other people be- 
sides NY 694-S and Castro in the room 
at the bme of Castro's statement on the 
assassination; Dr. Rene Vallejo who 
was Castro's interpreter, and Beatrice 
Johnson, the CPUSA's rcprcsentabve 
in Cuba. 

It is obvious from the reading of 
the.se files that in the wake of the assas- 
sination of President Kennedy both the 
Soviet's and the Cuban’s were all too 
aware of the possible fallout emanating 
from the Dallas tragedy and did all 
they could to cover their tracks. Thirty 
years after JFK’s death, there is little 
evidence that points to Russian or 
Cuban involvement in the assassina- 
bon, despite all the possible Cuban bes 
involving Lee Harvey Oswald. 



VIDEO REVIEW 

UNANSWERED: The Death of Vincent Foster. The WashingUm Journalism Center. Fair Oaks. Ca.. 1995. 

1-800- WJC-5595 $35.00 donation for tape. 

On July 20. 1993. the body of White House deputy counsel Vincent Foster was found lying in a secluded point of 
Fort Matey. Virginia, an old CivU War batUefield. The death of Mr. Foster has become a linchpin m the ^nt 
Congressional investigation of the Whitewater affair involving President and Mts. Clinton's dealings with the scandal that 
has touched their administration. This new. 35 minute video nairated by Jack White, with coverage provided by invreuga- 
tive reporter Christopher Ruddy, gives an unbiased look at the many inconsistencies found m the Fisk Report on the cir- 
cumitances surrounding Mr. Foster's death. 

Among the many mysterious discrepancies brought out in the video concerning the Foster death are the following: 

• When Mr. Foster's body was found it was laid out perfecUy straight on a slanted angle downward on a hUly slope. 
Yet, the blood found on the face was poinbng upward. 

• Despite a gunshot wound to the mouth there were no skuU fragments found. 

• Foster walked 600 yards through heavily wooded ground without getting a trace of soil on his shoes. 

• Carpet fibers aixi blond hain were found on the body. 

• The gun used in the incident was found in Foster's right hand, yet he was left-handed. 

•There were no fingerprints found on the gun. 

• The tape tells of an unidentified witness called “CW" who told a C^gressional committee that he was the first 
one to find Mr. Foster’s body and that NO gun was found in Foster’s hand. 

The film does nor say who or why Mr. Foster was kiUed (but the implication in there) and is fair and honest in its re- 
porting, leaving out any political axe to grind. Anyone interested in this sbll vexing case will not want to miss this vi eo. 



Back ChanmlM 



20 



Vol$ufis 3 No» 4 



Oswald and Nosenko: 
A Study in Contrast 

By Walt Brown, Ph.D. 



1 



Hardly a day passes on which I 
don’t spent some ’’quality time” seek* 
ing the elusive answcr(s) to the events 
of November 22, 1963, as they tragical- 
ly unfolded in Dallas, Texas. Some 
days involve nothing more than review- 
ing existing documents, seeking that 
unnoticed clue. Other days are spent 
watching the Chaplinesque pace of re- 
search. and how it has been published 
in the cunent tidal wave of speculation, 
most of which at least concedes that 
Oswald was not the assassin, but sever- 
al of over thirty identified individuals 
were. Progress of a sort, I suppose. 

Today is my birthday (don’t 
ask...) and I put away all JFK matedals 
and gave the day over to eiqoying a day 
that comes but once a year, thankfully. 
While chopping firewood, the obses- 
sion struck, and as each swing of the 
axe became a more repetitive exercise, 
I was more and more engrossed with 
the question that was nagging at me: 
why in the name of all that is decent 
was Oswald not arrested and shackled 
upon his return to the United States in 
June. 19627 

It is a fair question. Consider at 
the time of Oswald’s return, the two 
nuclear superpowen had not yet seen 
the face of Armageddon that they 
would mutually view in October of that 
year, and because of that, Oswald's re- 
turn could be viewed as happening dur- 
ing the ‘iicight” of the Cold War, yet 
even before that, however, problems 
were present in quantity. 

Oswald bad spent his mid-teen 
years alternating between a fascination 
with the US Marine Corps and 



Marxism, mutually exclusive interests 
to say the least During his at time top- 
secret Marine tour, he behaved like 
Leon Trotsky, parroting all things 
Soviet speaking and being tested in 
the Russian language, and subscribing 
to publications, delivered to his Marine 
mail drop, that were more threatening 
than the kind of harmless drivel that got 
people blacklisted and destroyed ca- 
reers only a few years before. 

Then Oswald suddenly applied 
for a ”hardship” discharge, absent the 
hardship, which was not verified, and 
nobody seemed to notice that he simul- 
taneously applied for a passport to visit 
Cuba (legal in 1959), Russia, and 
Finland. All of this happened while 
Oswald had a bank account of $203, 
and a mother that was the ’’hardship” 
requiring his discharge. Did be think a 
radio-producing career in Minsk would 
support his mother? Was be going to 
improve her financial status hawking 
Fidel’s stogies? And what in God's 
name (except to cross the Soviet bor- 
der..) was be going to do in Finland? 
Audition reindeer for the Christmas 
season? 

Yet despite all of America’s 
cloaks and accompanying daggers, 
someone who would be later character- 
ized as a pathetic loner was able to pull 
this charade off. Or so we were told. 

Before his former Marine Corps 
superiors and buddies could say Nikita 
Sergeyevich Khrushchev. Oswald was 
in Russia, applying for citizenship, giv- 
ing carefully worded interviews to 
American journalists, and throwing a 
well-staged temper tantrum at the US 



embassy in Moscow in fiont of Consuls 
Snyder and McVikar, to the point of 
telling them he ’’has offered” US mili- 
tary secrets to the Soviets. In what must 
have been seen as a miracle of good 
fortune, the Embassy happened to have 
been “closed” when Oswald did all 
this, so it didn't count, and he failed to 
return for an encore when the Embassy 
was “open.” 

Thereafter, Oswald made radios 
in Minsk, became frightfully bored 
with a workers paradise in which the 
workers had to be reminded daily that 
they were living in paradise, dred 
quickly of a diet highlighted by cab- 
bage, and joined a hunting club but was 
unsuccessful at shooting anything. He 
did have the good fortune to meet and 
marry a wonderful and understanding 
young woman named Marina 
Prusakova. 

Tiring of radios, cabbage, snow, 
and giving secrets away. Oswald 
yearned for home, and was immediate- 
ly accommodated in every way possi- 
ble by American authorities who even 
risked sending Oswald's passport to 
him through the mail, an unheard of 
practice in a land where all such mail 
would be opened, and at least as un- 
heard of as loaning him $435.71 to re- 
turn to the land he had sworn to betray. 
(The legal concept here approaches 
“treason:”giving aid and comfort to 
one's enemy.) 

Yet what was Oswald's biggest 
problem on his return? Not the FBI os 
any other law enforcement officers or 
intelligence personnel. Not in the least 
Oswald's biggest enunciated concern 
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was that bis return was not publicized 
and that the press was not eagerly 
awaiting bis arrival in Texas. (His un< 
spoken concern was no doubt that he 
would have to spend time, Like it or not, 
with Marguerite **bardsbip” Oswald, an 
individual who. in a former life, was 
undoubtedly a character for 
Shakespeare to **tame.*). 

Oswald bad betrayed his country, 
and in a legal sense could have been re> 
called to his Marine duty status and 
been court-martialed for what be bad 
done. And make no mistake about it: he 
would have been convicted and served 
until about the time when all the JFK 
documents are released; there's no mis- 
taking a court-martial for the OJ 
Simpson soap opera. 

Yet nothing happened. Nothing. 
He found menial jobs, covertly worked 
with militant right-wing elements, and 
overtly-perhaps too much so-promoted 
causes anatbona to right wings causes. 

Ultimaiely, be would be charged 
with the murder of the President and 
conveniently be allowed to evade all 
pre-crial and trail proceedings with an 
assist from Jack Ruby. 

“Defector" Lee Oswald did not 
sneak back into America. He returned 
openly, with the full knowledge and fi- 
nancial asaistance of individuals so 
high in the American power structure 
that you or I would have difficulty get- 
ting an appointment to interview them. 

Emt^r Nottmko 

What of the person who did, es- 
sentially sneak into the country? 

Contrary to Oswald's ooncem, 
Yury Nosenko (and his "sponsors") did 
DOC want publicity upon his arrival on 
our shores, and for good reason. 
Nominally a consular official in the 
Soviet equivalent of our State 
Department, Nosenko was in reality 
upper echelon KGB. He had been feed- 
ing tnformaiioD or misinformatioD to 
the U.S., but at the time when the 
American govemmeot, in the form of 
the Warren Commission, was gearing 
up to ratify the Oswald lone-nut line, 
Nosenko suddenly decided to abandon 
his native Russia, defect, and tell all of 
his secrets to us. 

Imagine Noseoko's surprise. Not 
only was he possessed of a wealth of 
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KGB data, even if only procedural, but 
he was, by the oddest of coincidences, 
the "case officer" for Oswald during his 
defection. What a source! Alas, be was 
not seen as such by the Warren 
Commission. 

And therein begins the "contrast* 
between Oswald and Nosenko. Oswald, 
the defector and traitor, was allowed 
into the country with oo questions 
asked at the time of his return, and only 
a couple of perfunctory FBI interviews 
thereafter, to make sure that Oswald 
was not contacted by Soviet agents (not 
because of anything intrinsic to 
Oswald's behavior). Nosenko, on the 
other band, abandoned his career, his 
past, bis homeland, and offers to give 
our intelligence community everything 
he can. Unfortunately for Nosenko, it 
was not that easy, and the foult may lie 
in the fact that he committed the error 
of assuming that the KGB and the CIA 
were similar. 

Nosenko was not believed by 
those for whom he had severed himself 
from everything be knew. Perhaps it 
might be better to say that his new 
mentors could not, for political reasons, 
be allowed to believe Nosenko at least 
until the furor regarding the death of 
John Kennedy bad abated. Nosenko, 
we are told, gave indicatkns that the 
Soviets knew of Oswald, as they natu- 
rally would, inasmuch as there was a 
distinct minonty of former US Marines 
producing Russian radios in Minsk. But 
when Nosenko added that Oswald was 
by no means on a Soviet "wet affairs" 
mission, be paid the price. Recall; the 
Warren Commission was created to 
c alm the concerns of Amencans that 
might have led to such anti-Communisi 
feelings that a nuclear war would fol- 
low. Had Noeenko been allowed to tell 
the Warren Commission that such a 
thesis was pure rubbish, it would have 
meant that there was no Soviet conspir- 
acy. leaving open only the possibility 
for domestic conspiracy, which could 
have included foreign participants, but 
with US intelligence assistance. 

Thereafter, Nosenko was silenced 
by the CIA. He was not believed. He 
was subjected to "hostile mtenoga- 
don”. He was beaten toothless. At tax- 
payer expense, a special, personalized 
prison was built to house Nosenko. 
Rssenlially, a hugely expetsive cube, it 
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allowed in no light, not even his tooth- 
pa.s(e tube (of dubious value to some- 
one without teeth anyhow..) and for 
three years he was kept in cruel isola- 
doo. Eventually, be was released, given 
a new identity (and matching teeth, no 
doubt), and a healthy income for life, 
again at our tax dollars. This all hap- 
pened, of course, long after the Warren 
Commission had expired, and after the 
various major networks and media 
sources bad ratified Oswald's guilt and 
we had other polidcal murders, foreign 
wars, and dreadful economic concerns 
to occupy or waking hours. 

Thus the contrast: an American 
Marine, possessed of top-secret data, 
defects to the Soviet Union and is al- 
lowed. nay encouraged and given fi- 
nancial support to return home, with no 
quesdons asked undl Dallas Homicide 
Chief Will Friu began his quesdons on 
November 22, 1963. On the other band, 
an upper level KGB operative (not the 
bead of the Strategic Rocket Forces, 
but a "player" nonetheless) defects to 
the US to tell us all he knows about his 
own bureau's workings, our sworn 
enemy's secrets, plus Oswald, and 
there is something within his knowl- 
edge-or perceived by the CIA to be 
within his knowledge -ibAl is so 
frightening that his welcome turns into 
years of torture, and only JFK assassi- 
nadon ennui brought closure to that tor- 
ture. 

It is difficult to imagine a more 
bizarre scenario. If these two people 
bad been medieval kings, they would 
have been named "Oswald the 
Harmless" and "Nosenko the Terrible." 
based on our intelligence community's 
percepdons of them. 

It seems that we must question 
those percepdons. 

Walt Brown Is the author of The 
People V. Lee Harvey Oswald, The 
Kennedy Assassination Quiz Book, 
Sound Bites from the Warren 
Commission**, a humorous audio 
cassette, as well as the upcoming 
John Adams and the American 
PresSfTreachery In Dallas, and the 
Warren Omission. He Is a regular 
contributor to Back Channels and 
gave last year's Keynote Address at 
ASK He will also be serving as 
Program Director for COP A, 1995. 
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Oswald And White-Hate 
Cointelpro 

By Stan Weeber 



COINTELPRO if an tcxDnym for 
the FBFf domestic counterintelligence 
prognm whose purpose was to disrupt, 
discredit or otherwise neutralize social 
movements of both the Left and the 
Right, during the 1950*s and 1960*s, 
including the civil rights, black libera- 
tion, anti-war. and revolutionary right- 
ist movements. Though the prognm is 
most dubiously known for its blatantly 
illegal break-ins and thefts at offices of 
radical organizations, its specialty was 
the disruption of the normal business 
of organizations through use of infor- 
mants and agents provocateurs. The 
provocateurs were the most disruptive 
because they caused radicals to commit 
illegal acts; but the informants played 
an important role through such devious 
tactics as spreading false rumors, ob- 
taining membership lists, and creating 
phony branches of the organizadon that 
consisted entirely of FBI agents. Before 
entering the direct intervention phase 
there was usuaUy a preliminary phase 
of informant activity that lasted from 
several months to several years, one 
that emphasized surveillance and infor- 
mation gathering more than direct ac- 
tion. The Black liberation movement, 
for instance, bad been informally moni- 
tored since the days of Marcus Garvey 
prior to the bureau's formal establish- 
ment of its Black Liberation 
COINTELPRO in 1967. 

By the time the violent terrorism 
of the White hate groups of the late 
1950's and early 1960's came to the at- 
tention of the public and government 
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officials, the FBI knew exactly how to 
deal with it The methodology of 
COINTELPRO-from preliminary stage 
to formal implementation-was in place 
and had been tried out and fine tuned 
on numerous leftist radical groups such 
as the Communist Party, USA, and the 
Socialist Workers Party. The prelimi- 
nary phase of the white hate 
COINTELPRO lasted from about 1957 
to 1964, and emphasized intelligence 
gathering and minor disruption of ac- 
tivities. The case of Gary Rowe serves 
as an illustration of the ‘^pre-phase" at 
work. Rowe was an informant within 
the Birmingham, Alabama Ku Klux 
Klan during the early sixties, joining 
the KKK in 1961 and working as a bar- 
tender in the VFW dub in 
Birmingham. His basic duties consisted 
of identifying Klan members, attending 
local and national meetings, determin- 
ing where members lived and whether 
or not they were married, and determin- 
ing what their political affiliations 
were. He was urged to sprewl rumors, 
but in this early stage was cautioned 
against involvement in violence. His 
contacts with the Klan were extensive: 
be contacted members five times daily; 
bad listening devices in his car, and had 
instructions to spend as mnch time as 
possible in his car in an effort to get bis 
Klan passengers to open up and talk to 
him about the organization's activities. 

Intelligence gathered by agents 
like Rowe escalated in value in the 
spring of 1963 as white supremacists 
were suspected in ten bombing inci- 
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dents in Alabama, Mississippi, 
Arkansas, and Louisiana, including one 
on the LSU campus in Baton Rouge. 
Adding fuel to this volatile atmosphere 
was the increasingly violent orientation 
of revolutionary rightists groups such 
as the Mioutonen, whose organization 
had expanded into the South by early 
1963. Tbc official newsletter of the 
Minutemen for March, 1963, targeted 
20 U.S. Congressmen for assassination 
because each bad failed to support 
funding for the House Un-American 
Affairs Conunittee. The spread of such 
radicalism was apparent at the right- 
wing Congress of Freedom held in New 
Orleans in the spring of 1963, in which 
there were serious discussions of "elim- 
inating" undesirable political leaders. 
Because many members of paramilitary 
rightist groups bad overlapping aUe- 
giances with a variety of rightist caus- 
es. there was concern that the segrega- 
tionisu were becoming increasingly vi- 
olent in their tactics due to the likes of 
the Minuteman joining and radicalizing 
the segregationist cause. 

Some of Lee Harvey Oswald's 
activities in southern Louisiana prior to 
the assassination of President Kennedy 
resemble Rowe's actions. According to 
historian Michael Kurtz, Oswald and 
long-time segregationist Guy Banister 
attended a White Citizen's Council 
meeting, and Oswald accompanied a 
prominent leader of the White Citizen's 
Council to Baton Rouge at least six 
times during the summer of 1963. 
David Feme was also seen with 
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‘*Oswald*s pre-COINTELPRO 
role was probably added on to his 
primary job of keeping track of the 
anti-Castro fanatics, and if so, may 
have served at least three 
functions,” 



Oswald at a segregationist meeting in 
the late spring, and accoiding to one 
unsubstantiated rumor, the two men 
had traveled to Mississippi to partici- 
pate in some of the bombings that oc- 
curred in that state during April and 
May. 

Oswald appears to have been spy- 
ing on these segregationists (and possi- 
bly more), and may have been dis- 
patched by the FBI to monitor white 
supremacists m one of the nation*s civil 
rights hot spots. It was a role Oswald 
had filled before because, as Professor 
Jerry Rose notes, it's likely that Oswald 
was tapped by the FBI in the early 
spring of 1963 to keep track of Edwin 
Walker, a Dallas segregationist who 
had incited mob violence in Oxford 
Mississippi thb previous year and who 
had been making violently and- 
Admmistiation and anti-Castxo speech- 
es throughout the country. As the deep 
South heated up during the summer of 
1963, Oswald's experience in Dallas 
qualified him for a similar role in his 
native New Orleans. In the Crescent 
City be probably pulled double duty by 
spying upon the anti-Castroites as well 
as the anti-integrationists. 

While Oswald's spying on the an- 
d-integrationists was a pte- informant 
role similar to Rowe's, his interaction 
with the and-Castroites was more com- 
plex. Professor Rose believes Oswald 
was a double agent whose job was to 
approach the and-Castroites as a leftist 
zealot who could provide important 
Hata about the enemy, but whose real 
purpose was to keep track of the very 
and-Castro crowd that be was supposed 
to be working for. 

Assigmnent of Oswald to double 
duty in New Orieans made perfect 
sense because many of the white, and- 
Castroites were also segregadonists. 



and attended segrega- 
tionist meetings. One of 
his earliest contacts in 
New Orleans, Guy 
Banister, was a good ex- 
ample. A Minuteman 
and member of a neo- 
Nazi offshoot called the 
National Stales Rights 
Party, Banister published 
a racist rag called the 
Louisiana Intelligence 
Digest and was also 
heavily involved in CIA-funded and- 
Castro activity. He was ceartain that in- 
tegration was a Communist conspiracy 
to weaken and control America, a con- 
spiracy greatly encouraged and inspired 
by Castro's success in Cuba. President 
Keiroedy's dealings with Castro were 
an emodonal issue for white 
Southerners such as Banister, especial- 
ly during the summer of 1963 when it 
was becoming clear that JFK had struck 
a deal to actively suppress and-Castro 
activity in the Gulf of Mexico in return 
for the Soviet's removal of ballistic 
missiles fiom Cuba during (be Missile 
Crisis of 1962. Many and-Castroiles 
and segregationists viewed this not as a 
de^»l at all but as a capitulation to the 
Communists; many believed that the 
nuclear warheads discovered during the 
1962 crisis were still in place and that a 
nuclear attack was imminenL 

Oswald's prc-COIN i nLPRO role 
was probably added on to his primary 
job of keeping track of the and-Castro 
fanatics, and if so, may have served at 
least three functions. First, it was a way 
to gain entree to the anti-Castroites, 
many of whom were also segregation- 
ists. Second, U was part of a spring and 
early summer ideological preparation 
that be very much needed before offer- 
ing his uixlercover services to the fiery 
Cuban exiles in August. Historian 
Kurtz, in May, 1963, a college student 
at the New Orieans branch of LSU, re- 
members the day that Guy Banister 
came to one of his classes to debate the 
most liberal students on the Kennedy 
administration's civil rights and Cuban 
policies. 

Accompanying Banister was a 
young man Kuiiz knew to be Oswald. 
Oswald said nothing and appeared to be 
observing the proceedings. Oswald's 
learning process continued throughout 



May and into June and early July dur- 
ing which time he checked out from the 
New Orleans library such stridently an- 
ti-Communist books as David and 
Dean Hellers' The Berlin Wall and 
Harry and Bonaro Overstreet' sW/mt We 
Must Know About Communism. This 
Banister-led orientation -which oc- 
curred at roughly the same time that 
Oswald was cementing a “leftist” iden- 
tity by passing out pro-Castro leaflets at 
the Port of New Orleans dock-was ob- 
viously in anticipation of meeting and 
interacting with the segregationists, and 
later, the Cuban exiles. Third, through 
acting out his pre-COINTELPRO role, 
be obtained some badly needed anti- 
Corxununist (Tedentials that he would 
later resurrect as “proof of his “true” 
ideobgical bent lliis anti-Communist 
identity is one Oswald (tould cash_Jn. 
later ; it would make him bchevable to 
such^ rabid Cuban exiles as Carbs 
Bringuier, whom he would approach 
later in the summer. 

Dr. Rose believes that Oswald’s 
spying was discovered by the anti- 
Castroites (and we would assume also 
the segregationists) both in New 
Orleans and in Dallas, and this resulted 
in his being selected for a role as 
**patsy'' m an assassination conspiracy. 
This scenarb allows us to see Oswald 
as something other than the pathetic de- 
viant portrayed by the Warren 
Commission, or the hapless puppet in a 
draconian master conspiracy, as many 
theorists picture him. We can instead 
view him as a rational, purposive, ac- 
tive player in the events leading up to 
the assassination of PresideDt Kennedy, 
anH tran better understand his admitted- 
ly strange, two-sided behavior during 
the summer of 1963. That behavbr, 
whbh Warren Commissbn staffers be- 
lieved was politically “erratic” and 
which the House Select Comrmttee on 
Assassinations passed off as ideobgi- 
cally “twisted”, happens to be norma- 
tive behavbr for a COINTELPRO- 
style informant and a doubb agent m 
the employ of the FBL 

Stan Weeber is a Teaching Fellow 
and PIlD candidate in the 
Department of Sodobgy and Social 
Work at the University of North 
Texas in Denton. 
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Grant’s offering flows similarly to Valentine although 
not as slanted towards interviews and biased accounts. He 
views the actions through the perspective of South 
Vietnamese politician Tran Ngoc Chau who rose from the vil- 
lage level to become the Secretary -General of the National 
Assembly. Delvmg into his relationship at depth with the likes 
of Edward Lansdale and John Paul Vann it is not surpnsing 
which tack the volume takes. 

Grant’s is. basically, a “negative” piece when viewing 
the total picture of Phoenix. It suffers from many of the same 
problems as Valentine, but at least it presents a somewhat 
more balanced (although not what one would call “fair'*) ac- 
count 

Andrade, on the other hand, presents a much more de- 
tailed. thorough, objective and certainly less emotional ac- 
counting. Unfortunately, Ashes to Ashes can be a difficult 
and ponderous read at times. But, this is also much to its cred- 
it as Andrade presents a solid picture, usually devoid of emo- 
tion and thus not as frecflowing and eyecatching as, say 
Valentine. 

Yes, there were mistakes and problems with Phoenix 
and Andrade presents these in proper context via some brief 
case studies. But, there were also successes and positive in- 
stances which arc documented as proper counterbalance in 
similar fashion. 

As for DcForcst, hb Slow Burn is one of those person- 
alized T was there” renditions which certainly sets it apart 
from the others. Unfortunately, though DcForest, for the most 
part, falls into that predictable tract when writing on an un- 
popular subject of presenting a constant stream of “I was right 
and they were wrong” accounts. Be that as it may. he does a 
credible job of adequately outlining and describing the com- 
ponents of the program as well as his specific roles. 

While expressing general dissatisfaction he did stick 
with the program and attempt to implement his own ctmeepis 
albeit in his eyes fruitlessly. Slow Bum makes easy reading, 
but it is a somewhat slanted and self-serving view. 

The Phoenix program will remain a highly controversial 
topic and, perhaps somewhat unfaiiiy stated, each person will 
basically believe what he or she wants to believe about this 
subject regardless of what information is presented. 

As for this selection of offerings, perhaps with the sin- 
gular exception of Andrade, by all means, caveat cmplor. 

□ Mob Lawyer. Frank Ragano and Selwyn Raab. Published 
by Charles Scribners Sons, New York, 1994. 372 p. 
Reviewed by Frank DeBenedlctis. 

The continuing look into the Kennedy assassmation has 
sparked a melange of investigations over the years centered in 
Dallas, Miami and New Orleans. A prominent researcher 
from the I9fi0*s once suggested that the assassination had its 
roots not in the three most conunonly thought of centers but 
in Tampa. Florida. 

The researcher may be somewhat vindicated. There is 
someone who voices a similar opinion and. according to 
Mafia book author John Davis, has a great deal of credibility. 
Mob Lawyer is a book by Tampa attorney Frank Ragano, 
and is the man whom Davis referred to at the 1993 Dallas 
ask symposium panel on the Cuban Connection/Organized 



Crime aspect of the case. Ragano’s credentials as an authority 
derives from his services as counsel to Tampa mobster Santo 
Trafficantc, Jr., and Teamster Union head Jimmy Hoffa. In 
addition, the attorney also served New Orleans crime boss 
Carlos Marcello. 

Ragano’s book covers the lawyer’s early life in Tampa, 
Florida. He tells the reader how he learned the ways of the 
Mafia as a boy when his father payed the senior Trafficantc to 
have a wife beating son-in-law himself beaten. The young 
Ragano soon forgot the incident. Years later it came back to 
him with his acquaintance of Santo Trafficantc, Jr. 

One of the most important and interesting parts of Mob 
Lawyer is Ragano’s explanation of Trafficanie’s status in the 
world of organized crime. Once thought to be jut a small time 
gambler and mobster strictly involved with the bolUa rackets 
in Tampa, Trafficantc* s power and importance were grossly 
underestimated. 

One of the sources spreading this unreliable account, he 
says, was the federal government itself. Both the Kefauver 
Committee and the FBI in the 1950’s saw Santo Trafficantc as 
a relatively low level mobster. The feds did not sec him as a 
pernicious underworld threat, and certainly not in the the class 
of those frurn the big metropolitan centers of the northeast and 
Midwest IronicaUy. this oversight aUowed Trafficantc to 
prosper while his big city brethren felt the fed’s pressure. 
Ragano explains this by taking the reader to various locales, 
where as an eyewitness, the author chronicles the activities of 
the Tampa boss in Havana, Miami. New York and his home 
base of Tampa. He adds in this a chilling scenario regarding 
the violent death of notorious mobster Albert Anastasia by al- 
leging that the New Yorker was deep-sixed by the softspoken 
Trafficantc. 

Ragano describes his all important client in personal 
toms, and the reader finds this equaUy chilling. Trafficanie 
was pictured as an opposite of the Hollywood mob stereotype. 
He is tall and cxxil and businesslike. Trafficantc is well 
dressed, dapper and gentlemanly in manner. Ragano brings 
his college educated young wife Nancy into the story and 
miVc about her cocounicr with Trafficantc. We visualize a 
mob boss engaging in intellectual discussions about history 
and philosophy with Ragano’s wife, while banding her a stack 
of books to lead. 

The International Inn was a favorite of Santo, and we 
arc again told the now legendary story of the toast given by 
Trafficantc to President Kennedy’s death on the evening of 
November 22, 1963. Nancy Ragano, who at the time was 
Frank’s fiance, was shocked and hurt at the behavior of 
Trafficanie and her husband Nancy Young Ragano left the 
hotel dining room in tears, a place which ironically was the 
site of a Kennedy personal appearance four days earlier. 

Another famous client talked about in Ragano s book is 
Teamster Union head Jimmy Hoffa. Hoffa is depicted as a 
volatile man with a hatred of the president's brother Bobby 
Kennedy. Ragaoo’s account of Hoffa is engaging as the 
Teamster chief, violent temper and all, almost comes out of 
the book and after the reader. This description of Hoffa 
proves to be one of the book’s strongest literary accounts. 

Kennedy’s assassination conspiracy comes late in this 
author’s work. Trafficantc, now old and dying, confesses to 
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hit fonncr protegee the order given to kill the president. His 
words proved shocking to his former attorney, “Carlos fucked 
up. We shouldn't have killed Giovanni. We should have 
killed Bobby." An event that happened nearly twenty- five 
years ago suddenly became a new reabty for Frank Ragano 
when Trmfiicante’s words burned a haunting image into his 
mind. 

Back in late 1993, New Republic magazine ran an article 
about the Dallas ASK symposium. On the national weekly's 
first page read a half-jumbled statement that the so-called 
“mob did it" theory now bad the most credibility among re- 
searchers. Whether the magazine's writer’s observation is true 
or not, I don't know. It is true that Prank Ragano's story lends 
credibility to mob involvement in the Kennedy assassination. 
Ragano's insider account should not be taken lightly— not 
even by defenders of the Warren Report. 

□ CbnrchllPs Dcccptloti. The Dark Secret That Destroyed 
Nazi Germany. Louis Kilzer. Published by Sunon A 
Schuster. New York, 1994, 290 pages. $23.00. 

In 1987. the last prisoner in the old Spandau jail, admin- 
istrated by the four victorious powers of World War II, the 
United Stales. Prance, Russia and Great Britain, died. His 
name was Rudolf Hess. During the war. Hess served as the 
Deputy to Adolf Hitler, the two, having a long and intimate 
friendship dating back to the days after World War 1. Hess 
was with Hitler during the pre-Nazi days when Hitler was be- 
ginning to form his National Socialist Party (Nazi) and rapid- 
ly rose with his boss when Hitler took over the Chancelorship 
of Germany. 

On May 10. 1941. Rudolf Hess was about to begin a 
journey that would have a profound and still mysterious effect 
on the outcome of World War II and iu aftermath. On that 
day. Hess took of alone in a lightly armed, and fuel loaded 
Messerachmidt aircraft from Germany en-rouie to Scotland 
Hess was takm to a local hospital and then to further interro- 
gation by the army and later, the British Intelligence Services. 

The Hess case has fascinated historians since the event, 
spawning numerous books and articles as to the real reasons 
for his flight The Hess case \m now told in a larger historical 
and "grand conspiratorial" fashion in a riveting and highly 
plausible book by author Louis Kilzer. 

Mr. Kilzer, a Pulitzer Prize winning author, postulates 
the following scenario for the Hess flight. Rudolf Hess and 
Adolf Hitler, both approved the flight of the Deputy Fuho’er 
to England to carry out covert discussions with the British 
'Peace Party" which was interested in dumping Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill, replace him with a less belliger- 
ent leader, and make a separate peace with Germany. But that 
if not all In fact, says Mr. Kilzer, Hess brought with him to 
England news of Germany’s upcoming and secret invasion of 
Ruuia, code named Barbarossa. which was immediately 
given to Churchill and President Roosevelt And why would 
Hitler send Hess to England? To make peace with England in 
order to set her Panzer’s East on Hiller’s ultimate target. 
Russia. Forget about the fact that Germany and Russia had 
signed a non-agression treaty and that both had invaded 
Poland to begm W. W. II. But there’s more. Hider never 



wanted to attack England. He saw England as part of the 
“Nordic" peoples, wayward at times, but still basically anti- 
Jewish and anli-Communi.st. 

And who in the 'Peace Party" would Hess work out his 
deal? First among equals was the Duke of Hamilton on whose 
estate Hess landed. Others included Lord Edward Halifax, the 
British Ambassador to Spain, Samuel Hoarc. and last but not 
least, the former King of England, the Duke of Windsor who 
abdicated die British thrown in order to marry a common- 
cr.Mr. Kilzer docs a credible job in describing the clandestine 
meetings among all these groups, including those in Germany 
who acted as intermediaries. 

In between giving the details of the events leading up to 
the Hess cross, the author delves into the history of Europe 
between the War’s, the rise of Adolf Hiller, the politics be- 
hind the appointment of Winston Churchill in England, the 
early days of World War II. etc. 

But he leaves one of the most vital pieces of the “con- 
spiratorial puzzle" to the readers discretion; the British 'Peace 
Party"was a creature of the British Secret Service who had 
total control of the affair, read every cable gleamed from the 
“Enigma" signals contacts and ran the whole sordid affairl Is 
this really the way it happened? Possibly. 

One of the strongest parts of this book is the use of new mate- 
rial gleamed from the National Archives and dc-classificd re- 
ports from the old Soviet Union. 

Ii everything believable in ChurchUPs DeceptSon? 
Some yes, some no. But it is one bell of a good story. 

□ The Haldeman Diaries; Inside the Nixon White House. 
Hit. Haldeman. Published by GP. Putnam's Sons. New 
York, 1994, 512 pages. $27.50, Reviewed by Walt 
Brown, Ph.D. 

Recently, for "beach reading" m the Virgin Islands. I 
took along The Haldeman Diaries; Inside the Nixon White 
House, a choice which provides a sad commentary on my 
reading habits. 

The Haldeman Diaries; inside the Nixon White 
House, was. finr the purpose of understanding its pedigree, 
published several months after the death of HJR. (Harry 
Robbins, “Bob") Haldeman. and had its impact after the pass- 
ing of Richiid Nixon on April 22, 1994. It would have been 
far more interesting, and possibly courageous, to have pub- 
lished it while both prime players were still ahlc to create dia- 
logue back and forth. Unfortunately, that was not to be. 

The book reveals several interesting insights: the focus 
in the Nixon White House during Haldeman's tenure (which 
ended on 4/30T73), was far more with form than substance. 
Nixon and his immediate inner circle were far more con- 
cerned with the public perception of what they were doing 
than what they actually were doing. As such, the reader gets 
the feeling that aides were being asked “What does the public 
think?" and are tempted to answer, “About what?" 

The book also shows a dark side to the former President, 
as well as a racist, anti-semitic. and sexist side to Nixon, plus 
a non-stop preoccupation with pandering to targeted groups 
for political gain. Henry Kissinger comes across as the 
world's ultimaie prima donna, threatening to resign on every 
day that ended in a “y." 
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Of note to conspiracy folks are entries which make LBJ 
and Nixon seem very chummy, strange bedfeUows to say the 
least The hook also notes that Hoover’s continuance as FBI 
Director was not sought but for reasons unsUted, he could 
not be fired, so be would die in office a scant seven weeks be- 
fore the event that has come to be known as “Watergate”, and 
we can only specutote bow that might have turned out if 
Hoover had stiU controUed the FBI with an iron fist and was 
dealing with a President scared-and wise-enough not to fire 
him. The work also contains many comments about bow 
much Nixon liked John ConnaUy. to the point that it was at 
one time considered replacing Agnew with ConnaUy. Oddly, 
however, when Agnew needed replacing, the prize went to 
Gerald Ford, who had earned his spun (or perhaps wore them 
out..) running to the FBI with Warren Commission inside in- 
fonnatioD. 

Tbc best revelation, however, is saved for page 353. in 
1971. when Nixon had two Supreme Court vacancies to fill, 
the first candidate mentioned is-prepare yourself-Arloi 
Specter! . And we thought Gerry Ford was rewarded for his 
work on the WC! In an irony, after the May 15. 1972 shooting 
of George Wallace. Connally as Treasury Secretary was or- 
dered ID give Secret Service protection to “candidate’Ted 
Kennedy. In a Watergate related concern. Nixon and the au- 
thor discuss the rash of Southern California (USC) graduates 
implicated, and they “kid” about the next USC suspect, allow- 
ing for the possibility that somehow Pat Nixon will be impli- 
cated, Or. more ridiculously, OJ Simpson. (520) 

Haldeman, of course, comes across far less belligerent in 
his diary than he did in the contemporary perception. This 
was obvious from the outset of the work, as Haldeman por- 
trayed himself as just someone who worked for the President 
and performed almost routine duties. As I worked toward the 
part I most wanted to read, the Watergate part was noted by 
Haldeman in editorial comment to have been something that 
was not of any real concern until it became the media’s way 
to flog Nixon. This seemed strangely disquieting from some- 
one convicted for his participation in a crime that the diary- 
and subsequent editorial notes-scc as a non-event But the 
dirty tricks are there, although there is no confirmation that 
Haldeman could never par the second hole during his impris- 
onment . U I U 

The Haldeman Diaries are slow reading and while they 

provide an interesting look at much that happened during 
Nixon’s first four years, those events come across more as de- 
tached cvenu pointed at specific constituencies on the politi- 
cal horizon rather than real events, real joys, and real suffer- 
ing experienced by real people. 

Don’t spend the full price on this one. If you feel the 
need, get it out of the bins for five bucks. 

The CIA’s Greateat Hits. Mark Zepezauer. Published by 
Odonian Press, Tucson, Az, 1994. 89 pages, $6.00. 

The old cliche that one shouldn’t judge a book by its 
cover is no more apt than in the case of this small, but enter- 
taining and mformative book. This smaU book is only 89 
pages long but contains as much information as a book twice 
or three times it size. Mr. Zepezauer’s tome is a scries of two 
page chapten or “Hits”, as the author caUs them, on 42 histor- 
ical events in which the CIA has played a role in. Among the 



“hUs" that the author delves into are the foUowing: the John F. 
Kennedy. Robert Kennedy and Martin Luther King assassina- 
tions the Iran-Contra affair, the bombing of Pan Am flight 
103 'the Jonestown massacre, the October Surprise, the Bay 
of Kgs. the murder of ChUean diplomat Orlando Utelier the 
U-2 incident the BCCl scandal, and many more topical piec- 



As one reads this book you get the clear impression that 
Mr Zepezauer is no friend of the CIA and is anxious to teU 
the world about the misdeeds of that agency. That he has 
done. The CIA’s Greatest Hits is a valuable research tool 
(there is a fine list of sources at the end of the book for each 
“hit”) for both writers and researchers who are studying e 
events of the post World War n world and the CIA’s role in 
shaping those times. 



□ Final Judgment: The Missing Link In the JFK 
Assassinadoo Conspiracy. Michael Piper. Pubbshed by 
Uberty Ubby. Washington, D.C. 1993, 302 pages. $20.00. 
Reviewed by Richard Morrock and Don Rodrigues. 

M.C. Piper’s Final Judgment is the latest (and strongest 
)cntry in the fierce competition for the worst book ever on the 
Kennedy assassination. Piper puts forth the theory, with help 
firom neo-Nazi ideologue Willis Carto. that Kennedy ww 
killed by the Israeli secret service, the Mossad, working with 
both the CIA and Meyer Lansky’s crime s^cate. m re- 
sponse to JFK’s “secret war” against the Jewish slate, a war 
previously unheard of by any authorities. ThU book is only 
the latest Carto effort to establish a position of legitimacy in 
the JFK assassinationlion research community. Victor 
Marchetti, Fletcher Prouty and Mark Lane have also been 
published by Carto. 

Piper’s argument defies common sense. The author ad- 
mils that Kennedy wat elected with 90% of the Jewish vote-a 
margin that was essential for hia razor-thin victory over 
Nixon Although Piper insists that JFK shared his father s an- 
n-semitism. he recognizes that JFK actually supported aid to 
Israel, and hit it off with Israeli fotragn minister (and Urer 
Prime Minister) Golds Meir. Furthermore. Kennedy began hia 
I960 campaign with a speech to the Zionist Organization of 
America, where be was warmly received; and be appomted 






T 



anti-sanite. what is Willis Carto? 

Rqicaiedly. Piper speaks of an “incredible 180 dc- 
gree”tumaround in American foreign policy towffd Israel 
after Kennedy’s murder. No one seems to have noticed this. 
And let us remember that Robert Kennedy endorsed Israel on 
tv the night before he was himself murdered by an Arab na- 



dOniliSt - mrf A 

The CIA enjoys a cozy relationship with the Mossad, 
but it is also allied to sixmlar agencies in other countries, from 
Sweden to South Korea. Key to Piper’s argument is the un- 
spoken assumption that the Mossad dictated policy to the 
CIA, not the reverse, so that the fictitious “war* between 
Kennedy and Israel led to the assassination of JFK, not of 
David Ben-Gunon. In other words. Piper is arguing that an in- 
tcmaiional Jewish conspiracy secredy controls the world. 
Where have we heard this before? 

Emirs abound in this book. Piper gets the names of van- 
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oiu organizalioni wrong; the “Hebrew Technical Institule , 

Ihe “American Jewish Appeal", the “Jewish I)efense 
Committee". Castro is said to have come to power in 1960 (he 
came to power on new year's eve. 1959 ).Menachem Begm ts 
misrepresented as an Israeli “diplomat" when Begin was actu- 
ally leading the chief opposition party in Israel. 

Piper places Meyer Lansky at the bead of the SiciUan 
Mafia, linking the mobster through Carlos Marcello, to the 
JFK assassination. But he also claims that people who accuse 
the mafia of killmg Kennedy are really coveting up for 
Lansky's rival Jewish syndicate. If the mafia is guilty, this 
still does not mean that Lansky was involved; he served as 
their banker, but did not dictate their policy. And Lansky, 
who smuggled guns to Israel in 1948. as did many other 
American Jews, was not merely a tool of Israeli’s inteUigence. 
as Piper contends. Otherwise, he would not have been sent 
back to the U.S. to face criminal charges when he tried to seek 

refuge in Israel. , . .u . 

Among the whoppers in Piper’s book ate the claim that 

Jack Ruby was teen on television, emigrating to Israel, years 
after he died in a Dallas prison; the claim that gangster 
Mickey Cohen used MarUyn Monroe to pump Kennedy for 
information about his Middle East policy (what was Ihe big 
secret?): the claim that the Motsad poisoned George Bush on 
hii trip to Japan (they mutt be losing their touch, since be re- 
covered); and the claim that Robert Kennedy (who hired Anti- 
Defamadoo League staffer Frank Mankiewicz in his cam- 
paign) was also an enemy of the Jews. His evidence, where it 
i, taken mostly from tainted sources; the neo-Nazi 
SpotlighI . published by the Liberty Lobby, the LaRouchian 
Execuiivt InuUigence Review, even the National Enquirer. 
Often, there it no evidence presented whatsoever. “ We can 

only speculate..." is Piper’s favorite phrase. 

Caito't Liberty Lobby, which published Final 
Judgment, also stands behind Col. L. Fletcher Ptouty. who 
sits on in executive board. Ptouty’s dubious claim that an an- 
cient “High Cabal" plotted JFK’s death to change our foreign 
policy in Vietnam fitt right in with Piper’s notion that our 
Middle Eastern policy also changed dramatically as a direct 
result of Kennedy’s murder. Piper is only giving a Jewish 
name to Ptouty’s “High Cabal”, with Willis Carlo directing 
the whole scam from backstage. 

Author Scott McLemee, writing m the Fall 1994 issue of 
Covert Action tfrformation BuiUtin. reveaU WUlis Ca^’s 
lifelong effort at uniting the Klan. the U5. Nazi’s and Jota 
Birch Society members under the white supremacist flag. In 
the past, Caito was connected to American Mercury maga- 
line, where Charles WiUoughby was a co-staffer. Carlo 
,«rved as an organizer for the Congress of Freedom and was 
also central to the Ugion for the Survival of Freedom, two 
superpalriot extremist groups. Clearly. Piper’s book is merely 
the tip of a subtly dangerous iceberg. 

In thirty years of detective work, no JFK researcher has 
rpoH^ the claims that Carlo and Piper make. Their racist pro- 
paganda can only be seen as an operation to blame 

away from the right wing. Dividing the inquisitive public, 
driving sectarian wedges into the research community, and re- 
vising history are their goals. Pass the word on. 



□ Blond Ghost Ted Shackley And The CIA’s Crusades. 

David Com. Published by Simon & Schuster, New York, 
1994 , 408 pages $27 JO. 

Theodore Shackley was one of the most influcnUal 
members of the Central Intelligence Agency, yet, except for 
those inteUigence professionals or writers who are mtemsted 
in the going's on at Ungley headquarters, Mr. Shackley s 
name would mean very liulc. Not now I 

David Com, the Washington editor of The Nation maga- 
zine, has written a comprehensive and detailed account of Ted 
Shackley and his over twenty year career in the Amcnc^ spy 
business. In Blond Ghost: Ted Shackley And The dA s 
Cnuades. Mr. Com has told the story of one man s nse to 
power in the secret world of the CIA. his successes and fail- 
ures, but most of all, of Mr. Shackley’s viewpoint, and partici- 
pation m, over two decades of post-cold war U.S. history. 

Mr. Com traces Shackley's troubled childhood, his entry 
into the Army where h’is knowledge of foreign languages sent 
him to his first inteUigence posting m post war “J 

the Army's Counter Intelligence Corps where be looked for 
ex-Nazi's who had escaped capture. 

Shackley's work for the CIC kindled some raw emouon in ihc 
young soldier who now knew what he wanted to do with his 
life; he'd become involved in the world of secrets and spies. 
After the war, Shackley was hired into the newly created 

Central InleUigence Agency. ^ a 

Shnckley's first posting was Germany, where he jomea 
the largest, and most important CIA Stotion. It wm in 
Germany that Shackley was introduced to the real world of 
espionage on a grand scale. It was here that he'd also begin to 
meet some of the real “comers" in the agency, among them, 
-America's James Bond", William Harvey, with his ever 
pnsent pistols, “Black Luigi", Lucien Conem, a shadovpr ^d 
dangerous man whose ties to the Corsican gangsten and ot^r 
low life were a matter of record. It was here in Berlm that 
Shackley would lake part m the CIA's first great coup; the 
building of the Berlin Tunnel which aUowed the US to moni- 
tor aU Soviet inteUigence operations then gomg on. 

It was now on to Miami where, in 1960, the Umted 
Slates began its long and frustrating secret war against Fidel 
Castro's Cuba. In this reviewers mind, this section called, 
-Miami: Cowboys, Guns and Spies is arguably the best sec- 
tion in Uie book. ^ 

With the failure to oust Castro, Shackley moved on 
another, more covert assignment, one, that was tightly held 
back from the American people; the United States secret war 
in Laos. As head of Station, Shackley ran the “sideshoW war 
in Laos, ninning his spies among the brave Hmong tnbesman 
who became a surrogate CIA army, fighting the Communists 
in a war where American forces would dare not 
p«rt of the sideshow that Shackley was part of, was the CIA s 
air force. Air America, and its's not so subtle coopera- 
tion with the transportation of Golden Triangle heroin smug- 
gling. 

Mr. Com writes of Shackley’s last foreign assignmenu 
that of Station Chief in Vietnam at the heart of American par- 
ticipation in the war. According to the author. Shackley was 
feared by most of his covert staff, whose main job was to send 
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top brass bow good things were going. In reality, things were 
awfully bad, and to top it off, Sbackley did not have very 
many successful .spy operations to brag about 

But where Blond Ghost really takes off is when 
Shackley returns home as bead of the Western Hemisphere 
Division of the CIA, and later, head of the Far Eastern 
Division. For the next 200 plus pages, Mr. Com lakes the 
reader along a roller coaster ride of recent American history; 
the coup in Chile that ousted AUende, the 1970's scandals in 
which the CIA's dirtiest secrets were laid out; domestic spy- 
ing. mail openings, plots to assassinate foreign leaders, the 
turncoats of the CIA; Philip Agee and Frank Snepp, the col- 
lapse of South Viernam, and most interesting of all. 
Shackley* s secret relationship with ex-CIA rouge officer, 
Edwin Wilson. Throw in Shackley’s covert meetings with the 
participants of the Iran-Contra affair and you have quiet a 
story. 

Blond Ghost is a fertile field for any writer or investiga- 
tive repxmer willing to take the time and initiative to file 
coundess Freedom of Information Act Requests (FOIA) on 
the multitude of fascinating details in this book. This book 
comes highly recommended. 

□ Wedge. The Secret War Between the FBI and CIA. 
Mark Riebling. Published by Alfred Knopf, New York, 
1994, 460 pages. $27.50. 

Before the U.S. entered World War II, this country did 
not have a centralized espionageAntelligence agency that 
would coordinate all information for the president and his top 
advisors. Instead, the intelligence gathering apparatus was di- 
vided into various branches; the FBI, the Office of Naval 
Intelligence. Army and Marine intelligence. But once 
America entered the war PresideDt Roosevelt established the 
Office of Strategic Services, the first real intelligence agency 
under the directioo of William *^Wild Bill** Donovan, a 
Republican lawyer and World War I hero. It was during the 
war that America's role as the intelligence giant of the post- 
war world began, and with it the ''Wedge" that would become 
a standard part of our espionage gathering establishment took 
shape. 

In Mark Riebling’s definitive study of the 40 year 
Wedge between (he infant Central Intelligence Agency and its 
biller rival, J. Edgar Hoover's Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, the reader is taken on a roller coaster ride over 
the landscape of turf battles and clandestine warfare between 
America's top intelligence gathering agencies. 

There is so much informatioo in the Wedge that the re- 
viewer doesn't know where to begin. And while the book is 
top-notch in its scholarship and sheer volume of historical in- 
cidents between the CIA and the FBI. that in itself is a consid- 
erable drawback to the reader. Mr. Riebling. who has no ex- 
perience in intelligence has gone overboard in his presentadon 
of the historical rivalry between the G men and the spooks. It 
seems that be has stuffed every minor turf battle between the 
two agencies over the past forty years into one grand mosaic 
that seems to go on forever and dims the overall research that 
he presents. 

With that admonition out of the way, lets get on to the 
book. Mr. Riebling begins with the bitter feud between 



Donovan and Hoover over which agency would control what 
piece of the espionage battle during World War II. Not only 
did Hoover distrust Donovan as an outsider who dared to in- 
hinge on his (the FBI'S )saaed turf, that he had Donovan fol- 
lowed (why should be be so different) and kept a large file on 
him. Hoover also distrusted England's master spy in the U.S. 
during the war, William Stq>benson who helped Donovan set 
up the OSS. The first real wedge between the FBI and CIA, 
writes Mr. Riebling, was the case of double agent Dusan 
Popov who gave Hoover valuable intelligence that the 
Japanese were going to attack Pearl Harbor. Hoover never 
sent this material to Doix>van. It was this reluctance on 
Hoover’s part to share his newly won secret that would cloud 
the relationships between the two agencies for the next forty + 
years. 

The author traces the early directors of the CIA- 
Hillenkoetter, Walter Bedell Smith, as men lacking in intelli- 
gence who were no match for Hoover and his files. As time 
went on, the newly appointed CIA Director Allan Dulles gave 
Hoover a run for his money, as a man who wouldn't be led by 
the arm twisting of ole J. Edgar. The two agencies began a 
tentative truce in which a liaison officer was appointed be- 
tween both camps and early cooperation was initiated. 

The author gives a full account of the CIA's bunt fOT 
"moles" inside the agency, led by the CIA's lop counterintel- 
ligence officer James Angleton and hii feud with his counter- 
parts at the Bureau who took a dim view of who should be in- 
vestigating Russian spies in the US. 

For those readers interested in the fallout between the 
FBI and CIA in the aftermath of the JFK assassination, Mr. 
Riebling has written three very good chapters that focus on 
that very troubled area. He has used as bis sources many of 
the new files that have just been released via the JFK Records 
Act to trace the lack of cooperation between the CIA & FBI in 
the months prior to the assassination. 

Mr. Rjebling details the well known stories of Yuri 
Nosenko, Anatoly Golitsyn, and other cold war spies as they 
appeared on the historical scene and the turf war over them. 
The last part of the book details the periods dealing with the 
interscrvice split among both groups during the Church 
Committee Investigation of the CIA's illegal domestic activi- 
ties, the Hehns-Colby era at CIA, the so called "Sullivan Plot" 
at the FBI to negate Hoover's power, the Watergate affair, 
Hoover’s last days, the Iran-Contra affair, the William 
Webster era at the FBI, the Ames affair, and so, so much 
more. 

While Mr. Riebling provides a long overdue study of the 
FBI and CIA, the Wedge could have been shorter and many 
of the incidents be portrays could have been dropped from the 
text It is simply too long and detailed. But if sheer narrative 
and information is your style, you'll love the Wedge. 

FICTION OF INTEREST 

□ American Tabloid. James Ellroy. Published by Alfred 
Knopf, New York, 1995, 571pagcs, $25.00. 

The JFK era and assassination is back in its fictionalized 
form in James EUroy's hard hitting and powerfully written 
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novel called American Tabloid. This book is really a blend 
of “Word Copy meets The New York Ttmes in its conienL 

Tbough this novel is populated with most of the main 
characters that came to the fore during the years before Jack 
Kennedy ran for president, and during his thousand days in 
the White House, there are three main personalities that give 
the book its central thrust One is Kemper Boyd, a likable fel- 
low, a former FBI agent who agrees to spy on the Kennedy’s 
for J. Edgar Hoover by installing himself in Bobby Kennedy’s 
McClellan Committee, then looking into organized crime. 
The Kennedy brothers take an instant liking to Boyd and trust 
him with their most inner secrets (including a secret half-sis- 
ter of the Kennedy’s by papa Joe and Gloria Swanson). But 
what they don’t know is that Boyd is also working for the 
CIA in its attempts to kill Castro, and also dabbling in an ille- 
gal CIA run heroin operation. 

Number two is Ward Littel, Boyd’s pal. also FBI. a 
snitch for Howard Hughes, and a man who desperately seeks 
to get the “goods” on Jimmy Hoffa’s illegal payoffs of the 
Central States Pension Fund. But like all good men of honor, 
Littel fmally sees that crime does pay and turns “mob law- 
yer.” 

The trio is rounded out by an cx-LA Cop, a mean son- 
of-a-biteb named Pete Bondurant, who killed his family with- 
out a thank you and good-bye wink. Bondurant works for the 
mob «id the CIA in the Castro ploU and travels around the 
country grueaomcly eliminating any enemy of the “cause 
that gets in the way. 

Mr. EUioy b^s us many of the real people who played 
a part in the JFK assassinatioo; Jimmy Hoffa. Santos 
TrafBcante Jr., Sam Giancana, Johnny Roselli. J.D. Tippit, 
Jack Ruby (with his ever present dogs), Guy Banister, who 
plays an essential part in the planning for November 22. 1963, 
and other assorted Cuban guns for hire who roam Miami 
Beach practiemg for the day when they’ll eliminate the 
“Beard” and return to a Uberated Cuba. But the author does 
not mention the alleged assassin, Lee Oswald. Wonder why? 

We see how the mob “bought” Illinois for JFK during 
the 1960 election and their later resentment of both JFK and 
RFK for Bobby’s crackdown on them once he became 
Attorney General, the preparations for the Bay of Pigs and its 
aftennath. J. Edgar Hoover’s covert spying on JFK with his 
ever present lady friends frolicking in and out of the White 
House, and the plotting between not only the mob but Boyd, 
Littel and Bondurant, as well. 

American Tabloid is not for the faint hearted. All the 
characters in the book are violent, despicable men, the prod- 
uct of the times in which they lived. Mr. EUroy’s wnting style 
is short and to the point There’s no long winded narrative 
here and if you’re not used to this type of wnting the book 
can be somewhat of a chore. 

All said, American Tabloid is right there along with 
Don Delio’s classic JFK assassination novel Libra. And what 
is scary is that the plot embellished by James EUroy might 
just have happened they way history turned out 

□ The Chamber. John Grisham . Published by Doubleday, 
New York, 1994, 486 pages. Reviewed by Eric Eisensteln. 



Sam Cayhall, loyal member of the Ku Klux Klan in 
rural Mississippi during the early civil rights movement, is 
convicted of the double murder of the young twin sons of a 
wealthy Jewish attorney. After two hung juries cannot decide 
his guilt or irmocence, a third trial results in Cayhill s convic- 
tion and sentencing to die in the gas chamber. Thus begins 
John Grisham’s fifth novel, taking the reader down the 
lengthy legal road to execution, sparing no minute detail of 
the legal processes, from appellate courts to briefs and re- 
quests for suys. 

Grisham has made a fortune in the short period of time 
since The Firm was published. The film version of The Client, 
starring Tommy Lee Jones and Susan Sarrandan. has also 
been released to generally favorable reviews. The Pelican 
Brief, Girsham’s superb third novel based on the assassina- 
tions of two Supreme Court justices, is available on video- 
tape. Grisham even alludes to the rape trial and murders of A 
Time to Kill m a subtle reference in The Chamber, This is an 
author at the peak of his fame and fortune. Regrettably, 
Grisham is a man who has apparently lost his ability to step 
beyond the law and tell a story which grabs the reader by the 
collar and never lets go. 

In the Chicago law fum of Kravilz and Bane, a young 
attomey named Adam HaU seeks to defend Cayhall. The firm, 
which defended Cayhall for years pro bono, has been dis- 
missed by its clienL Hall’s interest in the case is exceptional: 
he has accumulated every newspaper article, court document 
and videotape on Sam CayhaU. We quickly become aware 
that Adam is Sam’s graixison. The Chamber plods through 
hundreds of pages of dialogue, teasing us with the introduc- 
tion of Sam’s aaxjmplice, Rollie Wedge, who lurks in the 
background as the actual bomber who is never named, 
Adam’s alcoholic sister. Lee, who totally disappears during 
the weeks prior to Cayhall’s scheduled execution, and other 
highly forgettable figures who arc introduced and never de- 
veloped. 

Worst of all IS the portrayal of Adam Hall. The reader 
never understands what special qualities entiUe young Mr. 
Hall to defend the condenmed prisoner. His efforts arc for- 
malities, never seizing upon innovation or emotion. Action is 
limited to courtroom appearances and judicial decisions. The 
conclusion wiU leave the reader increduloui for its lack of 
originality. The corporate giant filmmakers will never go for 
this casting, but how about Clint Eastwood as Sam Cayhall, 
Keanu Reeves as Adam Hall and Leonardo DiCaprio as a 
wild teenage Sam. The mere presence of these actors would 
add more drama and excitement than we now fuid in the en- 
tire novel 

□ Honor Araong Thieves. Jeffrey Archer. Published by 
Harper Collins Publishers, New York, 1993, 381 pages 
S23.00. 

British author and a current member of the House of 
Lords. Jeffrey Archer, can safely give up his career as a politi- 
cian and stick to writing thrillers. His latest blockbuster is 
caUed Honor Among Thieves which involves Saddam 
Hussein, the mafia, Israel’s Mossad and an American 
treasure, the Declaration of Independence. 
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